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CHURCHES IN A PASSPORT (with imaginative examples on routes and lines for 

Glasgow and Galloway and Argyle and the Isles) 

 

The idea behind this writing is to encourage people on a journey, whether as  a Tourist or 

just moving around in their own neighborhoods, by foot or by car, to visit churches.  

Our churches are, to day, a major source of tranquility and peacefulness as well as a 

source of culture and worship.   

Too often people just pass them by, as they do not seem to be of importance to the 

journey. Therefore my intention is to plant the idea, create interest and to encourage 

people to include churches as part of their travel plans. 

 

  

The Line-up  

Naturally, one of the easiest things to do would be to lineup the Churches together as if 

they were on a pilgrim path. Physically you cannot move the churches but you can build 

links between them.  

Links of history, saints, architecture, inventories, and traditions are good examples.   

Another easy thing to do in order to encourage the tourist to visit selected churches is to 

introduce a Pilgrim passport. A passport with has a function almost like orienteering’s 

checkpoints; you get a stamp or mark when you visit a church.  

Collect different “churches” in your Pilgrim passport and you will be entitled to some 

form of gift. (Maybe a special Bible signed by the Bishop!) 

A visitor in one church should be recommended to travel to the next specific church by 

staff or a poignant sign. 

  

In my example here, I have been reflecting over the Episcopal (Anglican) churches in 

two dioceses as that is my own church but there are of course many ways to make this 

ecumenical .  

  

It is also possible to link with other bodies all the way from historical and environmental 

interest to commercial interest such as restaurants and so on. 

  

There are several different ways to link churches in the broader perspective. The easiest 

way is to line them up along different routes. 

Another way is to find something that churches have in common; it can be a patron saint, 

for instance all churches that have the name St Nicholas.  

It might be suitable also to connect churches in a specific region or town. 

 

There are also possibilities to find links in art or architecture (or architect) and maybe 

places were something historical has happened.  

  

Sometimes we are maybe limited to connect churches that are open and leave the closet 

one behind.  

 . 
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It is also necessary or at least out of a pilgrim perspective to connect these “Churches on 

a String” with other places of pilgrim interest like holy wells and ruins of Abbeys and so 

on.    

  

To be able to launch a project like this there are some basic needs to be looked in to. First 

of all, the acceptance of the idea amongst the concerned churches (Congregations) and 

ministers.  

The next step is the education or rather introduction of everyone involved in the project, 

locally, as well as in the different regions and dioceses.  

It is important that people dealing with one church really know something about some of 

the other churches. 

  

This is therefore also a good opportunity to engage people and also to empower them as 

well as the local church. 

It creates a feeling of belonging between churches. If we see this in an ecumenical 

perspective, we can really learn and grow into openness.  

 

Summer churches and suggestions on Development; 

 

1. Summer churches 

In countries like Sweden and Germany, there is, nowadays, a well establish tradition of 

summer churches. During the tourist season, some churches run a special summer 

program. The church is usually open during daytime and offers refreshments and guides, 

as well as opportunities for prayer and short services.  

These churches usually have a full summer program with some extra services and music 

evenings. 

It is notably that most of the summer churches are not in the major towns and cities but 

along or nearby the roads where tourists of different kinds are traveling. Some of these 

summer churches, which are not exactly on the major roads, offer a good detour and help 

the tourist to find otherwise undiscovered treasures. 

A few of these churches have not in the past been a natural choice for tourists but with 

the help of a national program and advertising they now experience a boost during the 

tourist season that sometimes also creates an increase all year in  interest for the local 

church in the area. 

A good summer church can therefore create an increase attendance in our ordinary year 

around services.  

A big part of the success is the official signposting and the national and regional 

advertising.  

 

2. Nature paths and places for reflection 

Around some of the churches, you can create a small nature path to walk, with meditation 

points. Even in these “paths”, you can have some form of pattern or link between 

churches. 

 

A Bible Garden is any garden that has plants that are mentioned in the Bible. There are 

more than 125 plants, trees and herbs. 
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The simplest way is to adapt your existing garden by inter-planting it with biblical 

species and labelling them accordingly 

The garden does not need to be big. You might start with 10 different plants, properly 

organized. 

You need an introductory plan and explanation on a board near the entrance. 

There is also a need for a bench or other place to rest. There might also be a sign with 

some bible quotations that suits either the moment of meditation, the districts 

characteristic or flowers. 

 

3. Pilgrim Liturgy 

Maybe we can “create” an easy pilgrim liturgy that is used in certain churches as a tourist 

service during daytime.  

This is to make the tourist familiar in an easy way to the church and its functions as a 

room for meeting with the divine. This should be on a leaflet “to take home”. 

 

4. Patron Saints 

Most of the churches have a patron saint that we can point to and “raise to life”. This is to 

create a profile and encourage festivals. 

Every church should have a sign informing about their patron saints.  

This could also lead to a special celebration day in the church and to exhibitions and so 

on. 

 

5. International 

Maybe there is a possibility fore some congregations to discover their specific nature and 

their specific patron saint and from that extend their contacts with other congregations in 

the country and why not abroad.  (Porvo) 

Think of an interchange between churches in UK or Europe dedicated to for example St 

Paul or St Mary. 

 

6. Art, crafts and music. 

In this area, the alternatives are may and the possibilities to grow are rich.  

 

 

The imagined examples of different approaches; 
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An example on a page in the passport 

Churches on a string 

You find suggested routes on page 6 

Travel churches on a string and stamp your passport 

 
Day Church/ stamp Commentary open/ 

closed 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

hand it in after your journey and we send you a gift 

 

Name;………………………………….. 

Address………………………………… 

…………………………………………. 

…………………………………………. 

Email…………………………………… 

 

The idea is that in every church on the route there should be some form of stamp that can 

easily be stamped in to the passport. 

If the church is closed, there could be a “box” with or other form of possibility to stamp 

the passport.  

Of cause if a church is more or less permanently closed, it should said so on the “tour-

guide” or noticed when it is opened.  

It is also important that the notice board is updated and friendly. 
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Diocese of Glasgow and Galloway imagine suggestion of routes; 

 
A. The Roman Road 

All Saints Gretna 

All Saints Lockerbie 

St Johns Moffat 

(CofS St Andrews Moffat)  

Holy Trinity Lamington 

(RC St Mary’s Lanark) 

Christ Church Lanark 

St Andrews Wishaw 

Holy Trinity Motherwell – (East 

Glasgow) 

        

– (South Trail) 

(Deture to RC Chapel Carfin 

with the Pilgrim centre) 

 

1. East Glasgow 

///St John's Church, Baillieston 

St Serf's Church, Shettleston 

St Kentigern's Dennistoun 

St Mary’s Cathedral  

 

2. South Trail 

///St Mary’s Hamilton  

St Cuthbert’s Hamilton 

St Oswald’s Kings Park 

St Ninians Pollokshield 

St Mary’s Cathedral  

 

B. The west road 

All Saints Gretna 

St Johns Eastridge 

(CofS Dornoc Parish Church) 

St Johns Annan 

St Johns Dumfries  

Grey friars Church Dumfries  

(CofS St Michaels Parish 

Church)  

St Margaret’s New Galloway 

St Oswald’s Maybole 

Crossraguel Abbey 

Holy Trinity Ayr 

St Ninians Prestwick  

St Ninians Troon 

St Andrews Irvin // - (737 road) 

          -  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. 737 road 

St Peters Dalry 

St Johns Johnston // 

Holy Trinity Paisley 

St Margaret’s Renfrew 

All Saints Jordanhill 

St Brides Hyndland 

St Mary’s Cathedral 

 

2. Viking road 

St Andrews Adrossan 

St Columbas Largs 

St Johns Greenock / St 

Bartholomew’s Gourock 

St Mary’s Port Glasgow 

St Filans Kilmacolm  

St Mary’s Bridge of Weir 

Holy Trinity Paisley 

St Margaret’s Renfrew 

All Saints Jordanhill 

St Brides Hyndland 

St Mary’s Cathedral 

 

3. The white Road 

Christ Church Dalbeattie  

St Ninians Castle Douglas 

Greyfriars Kirkcudbright  

(Detour to Whithorn Priory) 

(CofS Wigtown Parish Church) 

St Mary’s Gatehouse of Fleet 

All Saints Challoch 

St John's Stranraer 

St Ninian's Portpatrick  

St John's Girvan 

Crossraguel Abbey  

St Oswald’s Maybole  

Holy Trinity Ayr 

 

  

C. Columbas Road 

St Mary’s Cathedral 

Holy Cross Knightswood  

St Augustine Dumbarton 

St Mungos Alexandria // 

(Towards East) 

        

(Towards North and West) 

1. Towards -orth East 

St Mary’s Aberfoyle  

St Modocs Doune 

St Mary’s Dunblane 

St Saviours Bridge of Allan 

 

 

 

St John the Evangelist Alloa 

St Margaret’s Rosyth – 

(Towards St Andrews – D. St 

Margaret’s Way) 

     

(Towards Edinburgh – E. 

Princes Trail) 

    

2. Towards West 

St Michael's & All Angels 

Helensburgh 

St James Ardbrecknish 

Holy Spirit  Ardchattan 

Holy Cross Portnacrois – 

Cathedral Church of St John the 

Divine Oban  
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The diocese of Argyll and the Isles is an 

exciting are to tour in as a pilgrim 

tourist. If one could link up churches, it 

could lock like this;  
A., Portnacrois Duror, Kentallen Ballachulish, 

Glencoe, Kinlochleven, Onich and Fort William.  

 

Kinlochleven  

Kinlochleven is the challenge for the tourist and 

maybe there should be some extra arrangements 

around the church 

The “new” church strategy placed and have easy 

access, and is bright and gives a golden shimmering to 

you prayer on a sunny day. Kinlochleven is in a way a 

unique village, rich in natural resources and with a 

strong industrial heritage. That should be reflected in 

the church attempt to reach out. 

The church hall is sometime open during summer 

months to provide refreshments and to sell knitwear to 

visitors. Maybe this could be extended to be a part of 

local handicraft exhibition. 

And a small pilgrim path leading to the public path up 

to the waterfall and attached to that it might also be 

suitable a biblical flower garden.  

 

Glencoe 

Glencoe is a beautiful building set in a beautiful area. 

In the same time this is also the area  were peoples 

greed and violence culminated in massacre. (1692)  

Glencoe is almost a necessity for a break if you 

driving A82. This is old Episcopal areas and once the 

Episcopal Church was the dominating one. That’s why 

a “history of the church” exhibition should be 

sponsored by the synod and highlight this area and 

memorize the importance of bringing history into the 

future.  That is to day a good foundation in reaching 

out to attract more members. 

 

Ballachulish 

Ballachulish (village of the narrows) and St Johns 

Church make me think of communication and mans 

exploration of nature. Maybe something about this 

should be able to attract pilgrims. 

Overlooking  beautiful views this pearl have the 

ability to open up senses and to create the feeling of 

history and spirituality moving around. A place were 

you feel the link between the past and your self and 

hopefully are able to see the responsibility for 

generations to come.   

Ballachulish is also a natural place to have a small 

memorial pilgrim path and maybe a flower garden.  

 

Duror 

The church is on the A828, just north of the Duror 

Hotel 

This church carry in it self the history of Scotland and 

of Scotland’s clans. The church was founded 1846 but 

is a living memory of the history and mysteries of this 

area.  

Also this church could have history and legends as 

theme. The church it self is a good example on the 

striving Anglican community’s in Scotland. 

 

Portnacrois - Holy Cross 

With magnificent views, this church is (as Douror 

(and Kentallen)) a living memory over the last 

highland charges and the history of Scotland.  

This simple but peaceful church will make any visitor 

fell a part of the ongoing salvation drama 

Portnacrois make me thing of “The lord is my 

stronghold…” This is also a place for reflections 

around human history and mans struggle for freedom. 

Here it would be possibility to have for instance a 

small exhibition on Scottish Clan history.  

Portnacrois is situated in an area with many holiday 

homes and also popular for  retirement why the 

potential of new members and supporters are good. 

Onich St Bride 

The church is on the main road (A82), a half mile on 

the Fort William side of the bridge over the loch from 

Ballachulish. Memorable window art, St Bride, the 

Annunciation and from behind the altar Christ is 

coming in full glory. 

Onich have a scenery that should invite any pilgrim to 

contemplate on the creation. A sign with biblical 

quotations about nature should inspire them just to sit 

on a bench reflecting on being a part of creation. one 

can feel that this is a friendly church,  

with an open-door policy, where both local residents, 

visitors and 

those on holiday can access the building for prayer 

and reflection.  

(Kentallen has a possibility to do something 

concerning imaginative  literature.)  

 

 

Fort William 

Fort William is the goal on this area pilgrimage with 

Episcopal churches. Already when you enter the 

church you are amazed by the carved oak doors. The 

church has art as its characteristic 

This area is famous for mountain biking, hiking and 

has many trails. In the area there are during 

summertime a huge number of visitors from around 

the world. There must be possibilities to arrange 

special international evening services. 

 

Diocesan travelling routes should also be able to 

arrange for the ambitious pilgrim. 

To extend the Loch Linne route you could go south. 

 

Oban has all possibilities, and is dealt with more 

extensively below. 

 

Kilmartin 

Kilmartin is almost surrounded by ancient monument. 

The old history of the area should be promoted and 

reflection signs dealing with bible and bible ancestor 

history.  
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A. Here you can chose to go south or back towards 

Glasgow: 

 

Inveraray  

The church here is a Tourist attraction in its own and 

should be a summer church with possibilities to 

guided tour (and café) The old town surrounding it 

might also inspire the local congregation to 

expeditions on the history of the area. The Bell Tower 

is of cause a lighthouse for attracting Tourist. 

 

Dunoon 

Dunoon situated in a town with nice gardens and the 

lovely Morag’s Fairy Glen garden path. 

This should inspire the congregation to arrange their 

own Biblical garden. (Or flowers with Christian 

names) 

Here is also the well of St Bride. This could be an 

attraction as good as other. This could be a base of 

diocesan pilgrimage. It is also a holy history that could 

reflect it self in the specific pilgrim liturgy  

We need to find more information on this well. 

 

Rothesay 

Viking influence and ecumenical possibilities should 

inspire the congregation in this nice “city” church.  

 

B. The alternative rote from Kilmartin is south. 

 

Lochgilphead 

Lochgilphead is situated in a nice village with all the 

features to become a centre for touring and 

pilgrimage. The area around the church is excellent 

ground to create a small pilgrim path or a biblical 

flower and herb garden. (History concerning the canal 

and times before it might also be interesting.) 

 

Campbeltown 

Campbeltown have one of the best possibilities to 

become a pilgrim centre by it self. The church have 

good possibilities, the town It self and the area around 

have a potential to be a church resort. A walking 

annual pilgrimage from St Kiaran to the ruins of the 

first St Kiaran church is maybe also something for the 

diocesan clergy group. (or others) 

The congregation should also be able to benefit from 

all the Anglicans and Lutherans coming to the Golf 

course that is one of Europe’s best. 

 

C. There should also be a possibility to have a special 

“southern island” passport.  

 

Bridgend.   

Bridgend.  Should have the potential to attract some of 

the many tourist that comes to Islay.  

Maybe art should attract pilgrims to the church. 

 

The church in Whiting Bay is excellent for some form 

of exhibition. Perhaps about Anglican churches in 

Scotland.  

 

A passport for the Western Isles churches feels 

natural. (Harris, Eorupaidh and Stornoway.) 

 

Natural tourist thoroughfare roads do not connect the 

churches in Portree and Kinlochmoidart.  

 

Sky 

Sky have its natural beauty  and is a retreat in its self. 

A walking pilgrimage between Portree and Caroy 

should be practicable to arrange. Maybe for the clergy 

in the diocese. 

 

Kinlochmoidart 

Kinlochmoidart have its “church caravan centre” that 

could give possibilities for the congregation. 

Left out is Iona/ Bishops house and Oban. 

In the bishop house the diocese have an excellent 

opportunity to “advertise” the churches in Argyll and 

the Isles.  Natural should visitors on their way to or 

from Iona visit the church in Oban! 

 

Cumbrae 

Cumbrae churches and retreat centre is a facility in it 

self. They have find a way to reach out to church 

people. The centre it self should have the possibility to 

attract more visitors. But there is a challenge to reach 

those who are not yet committed Christians. 

 

This has been an example of connecting 

and suggesting specialities for different 

churches. It has no intention to be a full 

cover but just something, that hopefully 

can inspire and create discussion in other 

dioceses and churches. Dan G  

 

 

 

German sign for Road 

Church 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Swedish signpost “Road Church” 

attached to ordinary road signs after 

council approval. 

 

 


