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A special theme of this year’s Heritage Open Days is Bell Ringing and a number of the churches 
featured in this book will be allowing supervised access to their bell towers and / or ringing 
celebratory peals.  



Introduction 
 

The annual Heritage Open Days has established itself as Europe’s largest festival of 

free heritage events, and it is my pleasure as Heritage Officer for the Diocese of 

Liverpool to welcome you to the 31 churches in our Diocese which are opening their 

doors between Thursday 8
th

 and Sunday 11
th
 September. 

They are a hugely diverse selection of church buildings, representing a range of 

periods and architectural styles, containing a fascinating array of historical treasures 

and telling some remarkable stories. They are all living places of worship and service 

at the heart of their parishes, though, and all have to manage the tension between their 

status as historic listed buildings on the one hand with their mission on the other. 

The national Heritage Open Days website (www.heritageopendays.org.uk) gives full 

details of all the events which have been registered, and you are advised to check this 

website in advance of travelling any distance just in case of any last-minute 

cancellations (or, indeed, last-minute additions). We have included basic details of 

public transport and parking where available to us, but these are provided purely as a 

service and again you should check these with the relevant transport providers before 

relying upon them. 

Do enjoy your visits. Whilst all events are free to enter, donations towards the running 

costs of these beautiful buildings will always be gratefully appreciated. Where a guest 

book is provided, please take a moment or two to sign it and give the church some 

feedback – this can be valuable information for planning future events or even for 

supporting grant applications. 

Whether you visit one church or all 31 (I’ll be delighted to hear from anyone who 

manages to do that!) I hope you will find refreshment and inspiration in these beautiful 

sacred spaces. 

 

Ian Simpson 

Heritage Officer, Diocese of Liverpool – ian.simpson@liverpool.anglican.org 

 

 

THE CHURCHES VISITOR & TOURISM ASSOCIATION 

A non-profit organisation which exists to promote best practice in 

welcoming visitors and tourists to churches of all denominations, 

the CVTA invites you to join in its work of promoting open access 

to, and the widespread community use of, church buildings 

across the UK. Find out more at www.cvta.org.uk  

 

  All photographs in this booklet are by Ian Simpson unless otherwise credited.

http://www.heritageopendays.org.uk/
mailto:ian.simpson@liverpool.anglican.org
http://www.cvta.org.uk/


Heritage Open Days in Halton 

Farnworth, St. Luke 
 

 

Thu: 1100-1700 Fri: 1000-1600 Sat: 1200-1600 Sun: 1200-1600 

Coroners Lane, Widnes WA8 9HY P: on street (limited) Bus: 17, 26, 61, 61A 

Hale Village, St. Mary 
 

 

 

Sat: 1000-1600  

Church Road, Hale, Cheshire  P: on street  Bus: 82A, 82B 

St. Luke’s dates back to the 12
th
 Century and is absolutely chock-full 

of historical interest. A real “must see” if you’re in the area! 

Come and learn how a local woman became a Lithuanian princess, 
and why a separate entrance to the church was built for the people of 
nearby Cuerdley. See the effigies and the wonderful stained glass. 

Flower Festival Thu-Sun; Church Tours Sat; Village Walks Sat; Organ 
Recital Sat (lunchtime). No booking required. 

 

There has been a church on the site since 
the 11

th
 Century although only the 14

th
 

Century tower remains from Medieval times. 
The interior dates from 1980 when the church 
was rebuilt following an arson attack. 

St. Mary’s is famous for the legendary Childe 
of Hale whose grave is in the churchyard, 
there is also a fascinating connection with an 
Oxford college and there are several fine 
hatchments to see. 

Displays by local art and photography 
groups. No booking required. 

 



Widnes, St. Mary West Bank 
 

“A splendid building of red stone, big, majestic and full 
of imagination in the interior”, wrote Sir Nikolaus 
Pevsner of St. Mary’s Church, a noted landmark on the 
Widnes waterfront.  

An interesting and very rare feature of this early 20
th
 

Century church is the stone Wayside Pulpit from which 
sermons could be preached to passers-by. 

 

 

 

 

NOTE: Only the parts of Halton Borough north of the River Mersey are within the Diocese of 
Liverpool. For details of events in Runcorn and other areas in the southern part of the Borough 
please see www.heritageopendays.org.uk 

Look Out For… Hatchments 
 

   

 

Hatchments are diamond-shaped panels of wood and cloth, generally dating from the late 17
th
 to 

the mid-19
th
 centuries. The hatchment carries a coat of arms and other heraldic devices relating to 

the deceased person it commemorates. It would have been displayed at the deceased’s home 

before the funeral, after which it would be placed in the church – some 4,500 hatchments are 

recorded surviving in English churches today. Both St. Luke’s in Farnworth and St. Mary’s in Hale 

Village have good collections of hatchments – to find half a dozen or more in one building is quite 

rare and in St. Mary’s case the more so as the hatchments there survived the devastating fire of 

1977. Hatchments contain a lot of information about the deceased and their family which can all 

be deciphered, for instance if the right hand side of the hatchment is white it means the deceased 

was survived by his wife.  

Sat: 1000-1600 

P: on street  Bus: 14A, 61A, 62,79C, 82A, 110 

St. Mary’s Road, Widnes WA8 0DN 

http://www.heritageopendays.org.uk/


Heritage Open Days in Knowsley 
 

Prescot Parish Church  
 

The only Grade I Listed Church in 
Knowsley, St. Mary’s dates from 1610. 

The church features a magnificent 
Jacobean ceiling and wooden panelling. 
The sanctuary chair, choir benches and 
altar rails also date from the 17

th
 

Century. There are three windows by 
Edward Woore (1880-1960) and one by 
the Pre-Raphaelite Master Sir Edward 
Burne-Jones. 

Regrettably the tower cannot be opened 
to the public for safety reasons, and we 
ask that visitors under 16 are 
supervised by an adult. 

 

 

Fri: 1200-1500 

Sat: 1100-1500 

Sun: 1300-1500 

 

Rail: Prescot 

Bus: 10/A, 61/A, 
89/A, 137, 138,139, 
194, 195, 289, 297 

Church Street, Prescot L34 1LA 

Look Out For… Stained Glass Makers’ Marks 
 

Many stained glass designers and manufacturers left visible clues in their work as to the identity of 
the artist. These can take several forms: signatures, monographs (often incorporating the date of 
the work, which is useful) or a pictorial symbol. Makers’ marks are usually found in the bottom 
right-hand corner of the window, but this is not always the case.  

 

    

 

Examples of Stained Glass Makers’ Marks, L-R: 1) A. V. Holland and the date 1963; 2) Powell & 
Co.’s Whitefriars Works; 3) T. M. Cox; 4) William Aikman. All these marks may be found within 
churches featured in this brochure… but to make it more fun we’re not saying where!  



Heritage Open Days in Liverpool 
 

All Hallows, Allerton 
 

 

 

A Grade I Listed church with probably the best collection of stained glass windows by Sir Edward 

Burne-Jones anywhere - fourteen in total, giving you an opportunity to trace the development of 

the Master’s career and see how his styles and use of colour changed over time. Come and learn 

about the windows’ miraculous escape from destruction during World War II! 

Thu-Sat: 1000-1600; Sun 1200-1600  

Allerton Road, Mossley Hill L18 6JP P: on street  Bus: 68, 75, 80/A, 86/A 



Christ Church, Toxteth Park 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2016 being the anniversary of the Battle of the 
Somme, do take the opportunity to see and reflect 
upon the memorials to those who died there and in 
the other battles of World War I. 

 

 

Holy Trinity, Wavertree 
 

A beautiful, light and airy church 
dating from 1794 and set in an 
historic churchyard. 

 

The Parish Administrator will be in 
church from 2pm to 4pm with access 
to the churchyard records which list 
over 10,000 names – more details 
from 
admin@holytrinitywavertree.org.uk 

 

Holy Trinity is next door to the Blue 
Coat School and a short walk from 
Wavertree Lock-Up, both of which are 
also hosting HOD events. 

 

Sun: 1300-1600  

Church Road, Wavertree, L15 9EQ  P: on street  Bus: 68, 79, 92 

  

Sat: 1000-1600, Sun: 1300-1600 

P: on street  
Bus: 60, 82 (Aigburth Rd) 

Train: St. Michael’s 

Linnet Lane, Sefton Park, L17 3BG 

Christ Church’s tall sandstone spire has been a feature of the Sefton 
Park landscape since 1871 when the church was built at a cost of about 
£20,000 (£1.7 million today). The money was donated by local 
businessman and philanthropist George Henry Horsfall (1824-1900). 

The exterior stonework is of the highest quality and features a number of 
grotesques  (medieval style mythical carved beasts) and gargoyles 
(decorated rainwater dispersal chutes). 

The church contains some excellent stained glass, including one window 
by local artist Gustav Hillier which shows Liverpool Cathedral under 
construction. Look out also for the attractive patterned floor tiling. 

mailto:admin@holytrinitywavertree.org.uk


Liverpool Parish Church 
 

Following the morning church service (10.00-
11.15) Liverpool Parish Church (St Nick's) will be 
open to visitors all day on Sunday 11th 
September. There will be two free guided tours 
of the church at 12.00 and 14.00. Guides will 
then be on hand in the church during the rest of 
day to show visitors around and answer any 
questions.  

Things to see include: the Cattrall etched glass 
Memorial Screens by artist David Peace, the 
Maritime Chapel featuring the bronze statue of 
St Mary del Key by Liverpool sculptor, Arthur 
Dooley and the bell of the last HMS Liverpool, 
which when turned upside down is still used for 
baptisms. The Sacristy, a part of St Nick's not 
normally open to the public will be open to 
visitors.  

Tea/Coffee and cakes will also be available. 

 

Sun: 1300-1600 Rail: Moorfields 

Chapel Street, 
Liverpool L2 8TZ  

Bus: Any to Liverpool 
One or Mann Island 

 

St. Agnes and St. Pancras, Toxteth Park 
 

“Liverpool’s noblest Victorian Church”, according 
to Sir Nikolaus Pevsner, and the only church in 
the area to feature in Simon Jenkins’ “Britain’s 
Thousand Best Churches”, St. Agnes’ is currently 
gearing up for a major Restoration Project 
costing over £300,000. The plans for the 
proposed work will be on display and the Project 
Manager will be in church on the Saturday 
morning to answer questions about the Heritage 
Lottery Fund-supported Project. 

The red brick exterior of this church gives away 
little about the wonderful stone interior with its rib 
vaulting (reminiscent of a 13

th
 Century French 

Cathedral), carved frieze and marble chancel 
floor. There is some first-rate stained glass to see 
here as well. 

Nearby St. Clare’s RC and Ullet Road Unitarian 
Churches are also hosting HOD events. 

Thu-Sat: 1000-1600 Bus: 60, 75, 80, 80A 

Ullet Road, Liverpool L17 3BA  



St. Barnabas, Penny Lane 
 

The church with possibly the most famous address in Liverpool is rich with 
Beatles connections as the young Paul McCartney was in the choir and his 
brother Mike was married here. 

The church is Grade II Listed and was built in 1914 to the designs of J.F. 
Doyle who sadly did not live to see it completed. There is some great modern 
stained glass and some excellent carved woodwork here. 

Sat / Sun: Family fun heritage days – vote on what goes in to the Centenary 
Time Capsule. Sat: Tours of bell tower (max. 25 people per tour). Sun: 
Guided walk with Blue Badge Guides at 2pm. 

 

Sat: 1400-1700; Sun: 1200-1700 Bus: 61, 62, 68, 75, 80/A, 86/A/C, 173 

Penny Lane, Allerton, Liverpool L18 1JZ  

 

St. Clement, Toxteth 
 

 

 

St. Clement’s celebrates 175 years of service to the people of Toxteth in 2016. Come and see the 
original, almost unaltered, interior with its hammerbeam roof, box pews and rare triple-deck pulpit. 

Guides will be on hand to answer questions and copies of the church history will be available to 
purchase.  

 

Sat: 1000-1630; Sun: 0930-1030 & 1230-1300 Bus: 26, 27, 86/A/C, 201, 202, 204 

Beaumont Street, Toxteth, Liverpool L8 0RZ (parallel to Upper Parliament Street near LWH)  



St. James-in-the-City 
 

Built in 1775 by Cuthbert Bisbrowne, St. James 
contains the earliest surviving structural cast 
iron columns in Liverpool. The church was 
closed from 1972 to 2010 but is now back in 
use and hopes to undergo a major restoration 
within the next few years.  

Come and look around the building, view the 
restoration plans and see some interesting 
memorials. Listen to talks outlining various 
aspects of the church’s fascinating history. 

 

Sat: 1000-1200 Bus: 82/A 

Parliament Street / St. James Place, 
Liverpool 8 

 

St. John The Baptist, Tuebrook 
 

 

 

Attractive on the outside but breathtaking on the inside. St. John’s is a Grade I Listed “hidden 

treasure” which can come as a great surprise to people venturing in for the first time. Designed 

and built between 1868 and 1870, the Parish Church of St John the Baptist includes architectural 

and decorative contributions from Edward Burne-Jones, Anton Dapre, and Ninian Comper.  



On Saturday, the bell ringers will attempt a peal from 10:30am onwards. Throughout the weekend, 

tea, coffee, and home-baking will be available for purchase. 

 

This is a working church, and the normal pattern of services will continue, including a sung 

Solemn Eucharist with Sunday School on Sunday morning at 11am - all are welcome to join us in 

worship.  

Sat: 1030-1700; Sun: 1000-1730 Bus: 12, 13, 15, 18, 62, 68. 

West Derby Road at Green Lane junction, Liverpool L13 7HA.  

 

St. John The Evangelist, Knotty Ash 
 

Both the church, opened in 1837, and the church 
hall on the opposite side of Thomas Lane, will be 
open. 

In the church, see the fine stained glass windows, 
including one by William Morris, and visit the crypt. 
Look for the grave of a victim of the Titanic disaster 
in the churchyard. 

The church hall is a former schoolhouse, built in 
1887, and is an interesting historic building in its 
own right. 

Refreshments will be available. 

 

Fri: 1300-1530 

Sat: 1300-1700 
Bus: 10/A, 202, 204 

Thomas Lane, Knotty Ash, L14 5NR 

 

St. Mary, Grassendale 
 

Our church was built in 1854 by the merchants of 
Cressington Park. It has an unusual laminated 
timbered roof believed to be one of the earliest 
examples of its kind in the North West. This 
construction means we have no internal columns 
inside the building. We have many beautiful stained 
glass windows including our lovely children's window 
which replaced one damaged during the war. Visitors 
can follow a trail around the church and learn more 
of the history of the early families who contributed to 
the building. Refreshments will be available in church 
during the opening times.  

Thu & Fri: 1000-1600 Bus: 82/A 

St. Mary’s Road, Grassendale L19 ONE 



St. Mary, Wavertree 
 

St. Mary’s was originally built as a Methodist church in 1872 
but was re-consecrated as an Anglican parish church in 
1952 after the original St. Mary’s was destroyed by enemy 
action in World War II. 

Set within an attractive Conservation Area, the church has 
some interesting stonework features. 

The East window was designed by noted local artist 
Edward Carter-Preston. 

 

 

Sun: 1300-1600 Bus: 14, 61, 79 

North Drive, Wavertree L15 8JJ 

 

St. Michael, Garston 

 

The bell ringing room will be open to the public. There will be a short talk for visitors on how and 
why we ring church bells, followed by a demonstration of bell ringing. Max 12 people per 
tour/session. The church will be open, serving tea and coffee during the event, and toilets are 
available inside the church. There are narrow stairs up to the bell ringing room, but once inside, 
there is room to sit down and watch the demonstration. Pre-booking is not required. 
 
If you're brave enough to take the ladder, you are welcome to come up to see the bells 
themselves too!  
 

Thu: 1800-2100 (Tours at 1800, 1900, 2000) Bus: 80/A, 82/A, 86/A 

Church  Road, Garston  L19 8EA 

There has been a church on this site since around 1220 
when the first church was established by monks from 
Eastham, just across the Mersey. The current church is the 
third, and was built by Liverpool architect T.D. Barry. It 
narrowly escaped destruction in World War II when a bomb 
landed on the adjacent gasometer; the two heroes who 
defused the bomb are commemorated in the church. 



Heritage Open Days in St. Helens 

Billinge, St. Aidan 
 

 

 

St Aidan's is a Grade II* listed building with Edwardian additions to the original building which was 
a Chapel of Ease from 1534. The main body of the church was built in 1718 and extended with a 
new apse & transepts in 1908. It has many stained glass windows including the millennium & 
centenary window installed in 2008. There is also a section of the original Chapel of Ease window 
plaque, which has been incorporated in one of the Family Memorial windows.  

The organ is very much still in use and was built in memory of the soldiers of Billinge, who died in 
the First world War. It will be played at various times during the opening hours.  

Memorials to past vicars and families of Billinge adorn the walls. The gallery is the original style of 
players’ gallery. There is a very interesting tapestry, hanging from the gallery, this was made by 
various ladies from the whole village for the Millennium. A book of information is on site, with the 
creators’ notes on what each panel represents.  

There will be a video playing showing a history of the church through the day, The war graves of 
the First World War and Second World War will be indicated on a sheet together with other 
interesting graves within the churchyard.  

 

Left: hatchment at St. Aidan’s, Billinge. 

 

 

 

Fri & Sat: 1000-1600 Bus: 137, 138, 352 

Main Street, Billinge, WN5 7HR 



Eccleston, St. Thomas 
 

 

This distinctive red brick church built by Peter Greenall the brewer 
is one of the oldest in the town. Started before there was any real 
population, Greenall recognised the potential for growth in the new 
industrial area. The church grew and flourished with the town, and 
Greenall with it - becoming MP for Wigan.  

By the turn of the century the building was experiencing major 
changes for a new era. This continued after the First World War 
and again following a fire in 1960.  

Follow the changes, and how the church community responded to 
new needs and circumstances into the next century, through 
pictures, aspects of the building and furnishings.  

Track down the Thompson mice and - weather permitting and 
stamina - see the town and its surroundings from the tower. 
(Children need to be accompanied with an adult.) 

Thu & Fri: 1300-1700 

Sat: 1100-1600; Sun: 1200-1600 

Bus: 10/A, 33, 35/A, 89/A,  

97, 121/2, 297 

Westfield Street, St. Helens WA10 1QJ 

Newton-le-Willows, Emmanuel Wargrave 
 

Have a guided tour of this 160 year old beautiful church, browse through old photographs and 
materials unique to the area and to Emmanuel Church, Church records will also be available to 
look at. Free entrance and refreshments throughout the Open Days. 

Sat & Sun: 1300-1700 Bus: 22, 34A, 141, 602, 603 

333 Wargrave Road, Newton-le-Willows WA12 8RR 

Ravenhead, St. John The Evangelist 
 

For the first time as part of Heritage Open Days, St John's Church, 
Ravenhead will be open for public viewing. You will be able to follow a 
self-guided tour around the building, viewing information panels and 
seeing historical items and memorials as part of your visit. There'll  also 
be... 

- opportunities to hear live music on our 19th century Wadsworth & 
Brother pipe organ; 

- photographs to look at from throughout our history; 

- a chance to view our First World War memorial; 

- an opportunity to see the memorial window to Boer War Nurse Clara 
Evans. 



 

We'll be selling copies of our award winning church history book, and you'll have the opportunity 
to have your copy signed by the author. 

Please visit our website (www.stjohnsravenhead.org.uk/church/events) for timings of events 
throughout the day. 

Sat: 1100-1500                                                                                           Bus: 10, 10A, 33, 139 

Crossley Road, Ravenhead, St. Helens WA10 3ND 

 

St. Helens Parish Church 
 

St Helen's Parish Church is located in the centre of St Helens, with the town deriving its name 
from the church. There has been a church building on this site for hundreds of years. One of the 
earliest references to "St Elyn's Chapel" dates from 1552. The current building is listed Grade II 
and was designed by W.D.Caroë. Completed in 1926, it is a fine example of arts and crafts 
architecture.  

During Heritage Open Days, the church will be displaying a number of items of interest, including 
historic bibles, furniture and memorabilia, some dating back to 1670. There will also be a selection 
of historical photographs on display.  

Sat: 1000-1500                        A short distance from Central  railway station and the bus station. 

Church Square, St. Helens WA10 1NF                       P: local town centre multi-storey car parks. 

 

Look Out For… Effigies 
 

 

Between the late fourteenth century 
and about 1680, it was the custom at 
the funeral of an eminent person to 
place an effigy - a sculpture of the 
deceased - upon the coffin. The 
effigy could be placed on display 
afterwards, usually in the church 
where they were buried. In later times 
effigies were not used in funeral 
ceremonies but were often still made 
as a permanent memorial . 

Several churches within the Diocese of Liverpool contain effigies; of those listed in this brochure 
the best are at Wigan Parish Church and St. Luke’s, Farnworth.  

Effigies most commonly show the deceased person lying down as though asleep, in accordance 
with the Christian tradition that death is like a sleep before the Resurrection of the Dead. They can 
however also represent the subject at prayer (this was very common in Jacobean times) or even 
standing up. 

Many effigies suffered damage during the Reformation  and / or the Commonwealth era and so 
early effigies which have survived intact are quite rare.  



Heritage Open Days in Sefton 

Birkdale, St. James 
 

Through photographs, film footage and diagrams find 
out about the history of Grade II Listed St. James’ 
Church, built between 1856 and 1857. 

Learn about the 2001 reordering and the extensive 
repairs to the tower and spire carried out in 2014. 

There are some lovely stained glass windows here and 
you will be able to learn about their background and 
history. 

During the afternoon there will be an opportunity to hear 
live music played on the three-manual pipe organ built 
by William Hill and Sons in 1894. 

Refreshments will be available. 

 

Sat: 1300-1600 
Bus: 47, 49, X2 

Rail: Birkdale 

26 Lulworth Road, Birkdale PR8 2BQ 

 

 

Blundellsands, St. Nicholas 
 

Grade II listed. Designed by Liverpool 
architect T.D. Barry in 1883.. Six-bay 
Nave and two-bay apsidal chancel with a 
copper-clad fleche at the junction. In 
1894, W.D. Caroe, added the polygonal 
baptistery now known as the St. 
Barnabas Chapel. 

See the wall plaque to Douglas Hyde, 
the first president of Ireland, married in 
St. Nicholas’ Church in 1893. St. 
Nicholas is the patron saint of sailors 
and the church contains a model of the 
Dalgonair, a votive ship, in St. Martins 
Chapel.  

The church is now home to The Malta Standard, a flag of some significance to naval historians. 

The Norman & Beard organ is one of the finest examples on Merseyside. 

Sun: 0800-1800 (services at 0830, 1030 and 1700, which visitors 
are warmly invited to attend) 

Bus: 53 

Rail: Blundellsands 

Bridge Road, Crosby L23 6SA. Limited parking available on site. 

 



Crossens, St. John 
 

Built between 1883 and 1885 by J.W. Connon 
of Leeds, St. John’s is set in an attractive 
churchyard which also contains the Neo-
Norman Scarisbrick Mausoleum which has 
recently undergone some restoration work. 

Come and view the Parish Records and the 
War Memorial. Learn about baptism and 
weddings. See the vestments worn by the 
clergy and find out how and why the colours 
change through the year. See what the 
Servers do in church. 

Refreshments provided on both days. 

Unfortunately there is no wheelchair access to 
the upstairs part of the church. 

 

Fri: 1000-1600 

Sat: 1000-1400 
Bus: 44, 47, 49 

Rufford Road, Crossens PR9 8JH 

 

Southport, St. Cuthbert 
 

 



 

St. Cuthbert’s is Southport’s oldest public building, built between 1730 and 1739 though radically 
restored and extended in 1909. The church contains the reredos and surrounding woodwork from 
the 18

th
 Century church of St. Peter in Liverpool, demolished in 1922. 

The North Meols Family History Society will be in the church on the Saturday to help you learn 
about researching your family tree. 

 

Thu: 1030-1530; Fri: 1030-1530; Sat: 1030-1600; Sun: 1400-1600.                                 Bus: 49 

Botanic Road, Southport PR9 7NA 

 

Waterloo Park, St. Mary The Virgin 
 

Built between 1877 and 1886 by Habershon 
and Fawkner, this Grade II Listed church was 
originally intended to have a tall spire atop the 
rather squat tower.  

The photo (left, credit Aerial Video & TV) 
shows the cruciform shape of the church and 
the complexity of its roof structure. 

Spend time gazing at the stained glass 
windows. Be inspired by the Minton tiles. 
Search for the carved mice. 

Why not rest a while in this sacred space, light 
a candle, or follow the Stations of the Cross? 

This may be your last chance to explore the 
church as a serious dry rot problem has been 
discovered. Sunday worship is now held in the 
adjacent Church Hall. 

Thu & Fri: 1200-1600 

Sat & Sun: 1300-1600 

Bus: 53, X2 

Rail: Waterloo 

Park Road, Waterloo Park L22 3XE 

 

 

    

Details from the Stained Glass Windows at St. Mary’s, Waterloo Park  



Heritage Open Days in Warrington 
 

Note: Only the northern part of the Borough of Warrington is within the Diocese of Liverpool. The 
parts of the town south of the River Mersey are in the Diocese of Chester. For details of Heritage 
Open Days at the following churches please see www.heritageopendays.org.uk: St. John, Higher 
Walton; St. Mary, Lymm; St. Thomas, Stockton Heath. 

 

Great Sankey, St. Mary 
 

 

 

Visit this historic Grade II Listed building. There has been a place of worship on this site since 
1640 although the current building dates from 1729. In 2008 the interior was reordered to better 
suit the needs of the 21

st
 Century faith community and so the church is a fascinating mixture of the 

old and the new. 

 

Thu, Fri & Sat: 1000-1600; Sun: 1200-1800 P: Very limited on-site parking 

Liverpool Road, Great Sankey, Warrington WA5 1RE (opposite the Chapel House pub) 

Rail: Sankey for Penketh     Bus: 14, 15, 29A, 29C 

 

 

http://www.heritageopendays.org.uk/


Heritage Open Days in West Lancashire 
 

Lathom Park Chapel 
 

500 year old chapel built by 2nd Earl of Derby in memory of his father, the 1st Earl.  

At the Battle of Bosworth Field 1485 Lord Thomas Stanley's support for Henry VII advanced him 
to the Earldom of Derby. The Chapel was built in 1500 in the scenic Lathom countryside, by the 
first Earl of Derby as a thanks offering and as a Chantry and place of worship for the surrounding 
tenants. The original adjoining almshouses provided for eight Bedesmen. 

1536 Dissolution of the Monasteries. This is probably when the Chancel Screen and Lectern were 
rescued from Burscough Priory and brought to the Chapel. 

1547 Suppression of the Chantries, the Chapel was probably saved due to it being in constant 
use. 

1645 Siege of Lathom House when it was raised to the ground. There are bullet holes, believed to 
date from this time, in the Chancel Screen 

Well restored, it has a barrel ceiling and stained glass windows which represent the Lathom 
armorial bearings along with their alliances. 

 

 

Sat: 1400-1600; Sun: 1400-1600 Free Parking in layby near to the Chapel 

Lathom Park, Hall Lane, Lathom, Ormskirk, Lancashire, L40 5UQ 

Please note: the outside WC is not accessible to wheelchair users. 

 



Heritage Open Days in Wigan 
 

Note: For historic reasons, what is now the Metropolitan Borough of Wigan is split between three 
Dioceses: the south and west of the Borough are in Liverpool Diocese, the north in Blackburn and 
the east in Manchester, so for details of HOD events in the following churches which are not part 
of the Diocese of Liverpool, please go to www.heritageopendays.org.uk: St. Wilfrid, Standish; St. 
Peter, Westleigh. 

 

Hindley, All Saints 
 

This year's Heritage Open Days weekend will be the culmination of a year of events celebrating 
375 years of a church on the site. The present building is 250 years old, built in 1766. We are 
planning a time-line around the church, together with displays by our organisations and by the 
local History Society. We have a guest speaker booked for the second Sunday in each month 
following on from the 09.30 communion service, together with many other events to be publicised. 
The church will be open every Wednesday from 09:00 to 12 noon and every Saturday from 10:00 
to 12 noon. 

 

On the Saturday of Heritage weekend, we plan to open the church all day; there will be stewards 
available to answer your questions and our registers will be on show should you wish to inspect 
them. Refreshments will be available. Event not suitable for children under the age of 10. 

Sat: 1000-1500 Bus: 32, 540, 593 

Chapel Fields Lane, Hindley, Wigan WN2 3QS 

 

Wigan Parish Church 
 

 

 

Why bother with “Pokémon” when there are loads of REAL monsters here…? 

 

http://www.heritageopendays.org.uk/


All Saints, Wigan Parish Church, is a Grade II* 
listed building standing sentinel at the highest 
point in the town. The present church was built in 
1850 and is a copy of the the building erected in 
the late middle ages with some parts even earlier. 
The building and tower have particular relevance 
to the English Civil Wars. 

Visitors to the church appreciate the fine 
decoration and scale of the building. 

The Mortlake Tapestry dates back to 1630 and is 
a very fine depiction of a scene from the Acts of 
the Apostles. This is a very rare opportunity to 
see this remarkable tapestry. 

Children can have an activity book and adults can 
spend time admiring the many features. 

 

Sat: 1030-1430 Very close to both Wigan railway stations and the Bus Station. P: Limited. 

Bishopgate, Wigan WN1 1NL. 

 

 

Look Out For… Minton Tiled Floors 
 

From 1845 onwards, thanks to the new techniques in ceramic manufacture developed by Herbert 
Minton, decorative floor tiling became very popular in churches. There are many fine examples of 
this attractive flooring in the churches listed here. Some of these are very ornate. 

The patterns are often based on designs from medieval tiles although they are flush with the 
surface (in medieval tiling the patterns are almost always recessed).  

Minton tiles are “encaustic” – in other words, the tiles are made up of several different colours of 
clay rather than having the pattern applied as a glaze.  

There is a very famous Minton tiled floor at St. George’s Hall in Liverpool which is occasionally 
uncovered for visitors to view. The examples below – at Christ Church ,Toxteth Park (left) and 
Wigan Parish Church (right) are uncovered and visible all year round! 

 

  

 



Other HOD Events which may be of interest 
 

St. Anthony of Egypt, Scotland Road 
 

  

 

Built in 1833 to the designs of John Broadbent, this Grade II listed church can accommodate 

1,700 worshippers all of whom have an unrestricted view of the high altar as there are no pillars 

inside the church. Instead, the crypt, which contains 660 individual burial vaults, supports the roof.  

The Peter Conacher pipe organ (1861) is the oldest instrument by this firm still in existence. On 

Saturday there will be the chance to find out more through a lecture, guided tour and visit to the 

church crypt to see burial vaults. A detailed history of the church is available. Event not suitable 

for children under the age of 5. 

Max 100 people per tour/session. A detailed, academic history of St. Anthony's is available at the 

church, covering 1804-2004. 520 pages and 32 pages of illustrations. Michael O'Neill, the author, 

will be conducting the tour. Visitors who wish to see the church in action are welcome to attend 

Mass at 1200 and this year there is also a wedding on Saturday at 1500 which visitors may 

observe. The church Archivist, Michael O'Neill, who will lead the tour, will also be presenting a talk 

and guided tour at Pugin's St Vincent de Paul Church, Liverpool L1 5EE at 1645, to be followed by 

a short organ recital, then mass at 1800. 

 

Thu-Sat: 1000-1600; Sun: 1100-1500. Service at 1200 on Sat (visitors warmly invited). Lecture 
and Guided Tour 1230-1430 (Sat). Wedding 1500 (Sat - visitors may observe) 

 

Scotland Road, Liverpool L5 5BD.                                     Bus: 20, 47, 52/A, 55, 56, 57, 300, X2 

Access: crypt is only accessible by stairs. You are advised to wear old, warm clothes if visiting 
the crypt! 

 



St. Clare’s Church 
 

The only Grade I listed building in the Roman 
Catholic Archdiocese of Liverpool, built 1890. 
Architect - Leonard Stokes.  

St. Clare’s is regarded as an important stage in the 
architectural evolution of church design between 
late Victorian Gothic and 20

th
 Century Modernism. 

Church located close to two other Grade I listed 
churches: St Agnes’  and Ullet Road Unitarian. 
Location for the filming of the BBC series 'Lilies'.  

 

 

 

Sat: 1000-1700 Bus: 60, 75, 80/A, 86/A 

Arundel Avenue, Liverpool L17 2AU 

 

Gateacre Chapel 
 

 

 

Visit the oldest building in Gateacre. Unitarian Chapel built in 1700 and still open for worship. 
Beautiful historic interior with original pulpit and wooden panelling, Victorian box pews and stained 
glass given by Sir Henry Tate (founder of the Tate Gallery). Includes a bust of anti-slavery 
campaigner William Shepherd (former minister of Gateacre and friend of William Roscoe) and 
tombs of members of the Gaskell family. Self-guided tour with volunteer interpreters (including 
child-friendly I-Spy tour). Refreshments available. Historic bell will be rung at 11.00 and at 15.00. 

 

Sat: 1030-1600 Bus: 75, 78, 89/A, 173 

Gateacre Brow, Gateacre L25  3PB.                     P: in the Bear & Staff pub car park next door 

 



Ullet Road Unitarian Church 
 

New exhibition on Unitarian & Liverpool history. 
Also enjoy this remarkable Grade I listed 
building. Built in 1896-1899 and containing a 
mixture of architectural genres, Victorian, Art 
Nouveau, Arts and Crafts, Mock Medieval, Mock 
Tudor and much more. It has some superb 
Burne-Jones stained glass windows in the 
church, wonderful memorials (including that to 
William Roscoe), located in the Cloisters. Also, 
our breath-taking Library with its wonderful 
painted ceiling by Moira.  

Overall, described in our citation for listing as 
"one of the most elaborate Non-Conformist 
ensembles in the country". 

 

Sat: 1000-1700; Sun: 1300-1700 Bus: 60, 75, 80/A 

57 Ullet Road, Sefton Park L17 2AA                                                                          P: on street 

 

Look Out For… Gargoyles & Grotesques 
 

There is a whole galaxy of fascinating and monstrous creatures out there… and you don’t need a 

mobile phone app to “catch them all”! Gargoyles and grotesques have been a feature of our 

church buildings since the Middle Ages and they became fashionable again in the late 19
th
 

Century. Several of the churches listed in this brochure feature gargoyles and / or grotesques. 

 

Gargoyles and grotesques are not the same – gargoyles are part of the rainwater dispersal 

system (the name comes from the old French word for “throat” from which we also get the word 

“gargle”) whilst grotesques are – these days – purely decorative, though it may be that they were 

originally invented to frighten away evil spirits. 

 

  

  



 

You can download this guide FREE at www.cvta.org.uk 
and www.liverpool.anglican.org 

http://www.cvta.org.uk/
http://www.liverpool.anglican.org/

