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Welcome and Thank you

Welcome to readers of the November
Newsletter. Thanks are due you to
Vivien Finch who up until this edition
has very kindly collated the Newsletter
and done most of the original typing.
We are extremely grateful to Vivien
for her contribution to the work of this
aspect of the Association and wish her
well in her future work.

CVTA AGM

The CVTA AGM was held in York as
part of the Northern Symposium. A
report of the Association’s work during
the past year was given by the
Chairman and Accounts accepted and
approved. The Very Revd. Geoffrey
Marshall, the Revd. Canon Philip
Norwood and Ms. Becky Payne

were re-appointed and Mrs Lesley
Childs, Ms Sarah Crossland and Mrs
Anni Holden were new appointees to
the Board.

CVTA Northern Symposium, York
11 October 2014:

The event entitled Welcoming People
to your Church was chaired by the
Very Revd. Geoffrey Marshall, Vice-
Chairman of CVTA. The first speaker
was Canon Michael Smith from York
Minster who gave a presentation on the
Minster and churches in the Diocese of
York. He began by outlining the
Minster’s new Mission Statement
which in line with Archbishop

WilliamTemple places its emphasis on
‘the church not existing for itself but
for those who are outside it’. Canon
Smith emphasised the importance of
helping people to feel welcome and
comfortable. One of the interesting
points he made was that Guides only
need to tell the story of the Minster and
not talk about the Faith as ‘the building
will do the rest’.

Canon Hilary Barber , Vicar of Halifax
Minster, came with lots of literature
which the Minster uses to inform
people who come to it from a variety
of backgrounds. He emphasised the
importance of partnerships across the
town, connecting with local people.
One of the key drivers of the Minster is
education with opportunities being
given to local schools to visit and the
staging of lectures and debates. He
also emphasised the importance of
cultural events — festivals, concerts,
arts heritage, and pointed out that the
Minster has an Organ Academy with
600 students. The Minster is now part
of a Halifax ‘package’ for visitors.

The Revd. Peter Mayo-Smith, Vicar
of Haworth, ‘Bronte country’ spoke of
two challenges: 1. managing large
numbers of visitors, particularly
Japanese and Korean and 2. enabling
residents of the community to feel that
their parish church is theirs and not just
for tourists. The village has a



population of 3,000 but can receive
over 50,000 visitors in a weekend.
Peter drew attention to some of the
problems of being a ‘tourist
destination’ —maintenance bills are
high, running costs are more than
£1,000 per week and many tourists
have a different cultural understanding
regarding behaviour, for example when
funerals are taking place at the church.
A Friends of the Bronte Church group
has been developed, members of this
working with visitors.

Mrs. Valerie Jenkins, CVTA’s United
Reformed Church’s representative
Trustee from Saltaire, began by saying
that the URC has no tradition of
opening their church buildings to
visitors other than at service times.
Saltaire is a unique community on the
outskirts of Bradford originating from
the establishment of alpaca wool
textile mills by Titus Salt, associated
workers cottages and a purpose built
church. The village is a World
Heritage Site and is included in one of
the Open University syllabuses. The
church is open every afternoon from
April — September. The intention is
that the church should be seen as a
living building, not a museum, with a
key objective being to sow the seeds of
faith.

Bishop John Thompson, the recently
installed Bishop of Selby, gave a
theological reflection on the calling to
the Church to share God’s friendship
with the wider community. He
emphasised the importance of the
Church responding to what people are
saying and what they are seeking and
therefore that listening must be a
priority. A key question which he
posed was ‘How does the Church
enable others to engage with God
through its buildings and its
communities of Christians?’

David Thompson, a church tourism
professional, spoke about the nature
and roles of Destination Management
Organisations. He explored in depth
the way DMOs work and the pros and
cons of churches becoming involved
with them. He raised the fascinating
question of whether, given the decline
in information centres in towns and
cities, churches might become tourist
information centre hubs within their
communities. Since there are church
buildings in every community this
could be an intriguing way of them
being used to disseminate information
about organisations and events within
their own areas and beyond.

Margaret Hunton from St. Mary’s,
Thirsk, spoke of some similarities
between her situation and that of
Haworth, Thirsk parish church being
one of the centres of the James Herriot
stories. The church is open every day
from 10.00am — 4.00pm from April
through to the end of October.
Information about the church is
provided in 5 languages. Many
visitors come from the United States
since James Herriot’s writings form
part of the English Literature
curriculum in various States. 40
volunteers offer an hour or two a week
each to welcome and inform visitors.
Towards the end of her presentation
Margaret raised the interesting
question: ‘Who knows where a casual
visit may lead?’

Louise Hampson, another one of
CVTA’s Trustees, is the Research and
Impact Officer of the Department of
Christianity and Culture at York
University. The Centre has recently
been working on the creation of an
App which enables visitors to churches
and chapels to understand something
of a church building’s history and
meaning. Within York itself a number
of places of worship have come



together to share the costs of creating
such an App. Further information
about the work of the centre can be
found at:
www.christianityandculture.org.uk

The final presentation of the day was
given by Roy Thompson of Sheriff
Hutton church in York diocese and
Stephen Lewis a Features Editor for
Newsquest, a media publication which
offers material to papers and
magazines across England. Of
particular significance is the link
between Sheriff Hutton and Richard
11, so the church has taken the
opportunity of promoting itself through
social media and other means of
communication to highlight its
historical significance but also the
ministry of the church today. Stephen
particularly drew attention to the value
to churches of face to face meetings
with Features Editors of Newsquest as
a means to promoting churches, their
stories, and their value as destinations
for visitors and tourists.

Leicesters Historic Churches

A new brochure entitled ‘Discover
Leicesters City Churches’ has recently
been produced. The brochure includes
a map together with illustrations and
information on 10 churches within the
city including the Cathedral. Contact
details and opening times are given.
These ‘important centres of interest
shed a fascinating light on particular
developments and events over the
centuries. These churches are here for
you to visit them’. Further information
can be found at:
www.goleicetershire.com

Town and city trails are becoming
increasingly popular as promotional
means by churches and those of other
Faiths. E-mail us to let us know of
other examples.

All Hallows Church, Mitton,
Clitheroe, Lancs.

We were delighted to hear from one of
our members at All Hallows Church,
Mitton who reports that the ministry to
visitors at the church is alive and well.
During the first weekend of July the
residents of Great Mitton Hall opened
their garden for charity and over that
weekend over 400 people visited the
adjacent church. Have you had any
similar encouraging experiences within
your own parish? If so and you are
willing to share these we would very
much like to hear from you. Our e-
mail address can be found at the end of
this newsletter or you can send hard
copy to: Canon John Brown, 556
Galleywood Road, Chelmsford, Essex
CM2 8BX.

Towers and Spires Cycling Tours
The Church of England has teamed up
with the cycling charity, Sustrans, to
produce a series of tours linking the
country’s Cathedrals and historic
church buildings by bike. The
materials have been published by
ChurchCare which supports those
looking after the Church of England’s
16,000 churches and 42 Cathedrals.
The first route is based in Suffolk and
has been published by ChurchCare in
partnership with the Diocese of St.
Edmundsbury and Ipswich and
supported by Suffolk County Council.
The 30-mile circular route begins at St.
Edmundsbury Cathedral and includes
11 churches in the Suffolk countryside.
For more go to www.churchcare.co.uk

CVTA Southern Symposium, Bristol
18 October 2014

A resume of all the presentations made
at the Bristol Symposium will be
included in the January Newsletter.

Next edition: January 2015
Copy to: canonjbrown@mac.com - by
January 13 please.
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