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Gross apologies that there has been delay in getting this Newsletter out.  The excuse is pressure of work!  I want to bring you up to date with what has been happening over the past couple of months and with what is planned for the near future.  Three very successful Seminars have been held, the first towards the end of April in Leicester, and two in June one in Liverpool and one in Saltaire.   Numbers in Liverpool were lower than had been hoped for, but clergy and churchwardens in Liverpool Diocese had been offered a Seminar earlier in the month which had been well attended.  The Seminar planned for September has been postponed until March or April 2017, but the October Seminar will take place on 22 October in St. Albans.  This Seminar will also include the CVTA AGM.  Please put the date in your diary since I am hoping for a good range of presenters.  Saturday 22 will be preceded by a guided tour of St. Albans city on the afternoon of  Friday 21 with the opportunity to stay on for an evening meal together and overnight accommodation.

Keith Cheetham, a former Trustee of CVTA, back in 2003, to coincide with the tercentenary of John Wesley’s birth published a book entitled ‘On the Trail of John Wesley’.  Keith informs me that quite out of the blue he had received an e-mail from the head of the Methodist fraternity in South Korea to say that he had been given a copy of his book at Wesley’s Chapel in London when he was on a tour of Methodist Heritage sites within the UK. Subsequently this gentleman had asked Keith’s permission for the book to be translated and published in Korean.  Keith has granted permission and it is planned to produce 1,000 copies.  He goes on to say that ‘Methodism is very big in South Korea and we already get a lot of visitors from there to some of our most important sites such as Wesley’s Chapel in London, the ‘New Room’ in Bristol, and Epworth Rectory in North Lincolnshire’.  Keith’s hope is that the publication of his book in South Korea will encourage further visitors to come from that country to visit Methodist sites in this country.

Richard Tulloch from Bath and Wells Diocese has sent me quite a long e-mail including news of some initiatives being undertaken in that Diocese.  He urges attendance on the part of Diocesan representatives and indeed individual church representatives at trade and travel shows across the country, this both to enlighten visitors to such shows and to begin to foster partnerships with professionals involved in the promotion of tourism.  He has been contacted by a local NADFAS group to provide them with a tour of Bath and Wells churches which have significant furnishings of interest to NADFAS members.  Thirdly, and of much interest, he has been working with a hotel in Dunster to promote weekend breaks for those interested in visiting a particular geographical area and its churches.  The hotel referred to is The Yarn Market Hotel in Dunster.  The initiative has come from the hotel resulting from Richard’s attendance at a trade show in Somerset.   He is also looking at a longer term initiative which he is calling a weekend exploring the development of  church music between 1700 and 1900 as it would have been celebrated in a cluster of parishes on the Somerset levels.  Finally, he reminds me that a while back the Diocese produced a series of maps entitled ‘Discover Somerset Churches’.  He tells me these continue to be very popular and are about to be reprinted.  

All of the above is very encouraging news in terms of initiatives being undertaken by a particular Diocese.  It would be really good if other Dioceses could use the pages of the CVTA newsletter to tell of initiatives within their own Dioceses in terms of  the openness of church buildings to visitors and tourists.  So lets hear from you!

I want to tell you about two very interesting experiences which I have had recently.  The first involves a visit to Liverpool Diocese just before the Trustees meeting in that city in the middle of June.  Ian Simpson, a Trustee of CVTA, who has thankfully recently been reappointed as the Diocese’s Heritage Officer, gave me a conducted tour of a number of central Liverpool churches.  We first visited the Roman Catholic Church of St. Anthony of Egypt in the famous Scotland Road, Liverpool one of whose unique features is a series of burial chambers built into the foundations which make up the crypt of the church and which reminded me of the catacombs in Rome.  Over the years the majority of the chambers have been assigned to the deceased and bricked up, but there are a number which are still open in which the interment of ashes is possible.  Since there is no other availability for either burials or the interment of ashes in the vicinity, I just thought that this seemed to be a very pertinent way of including former members of the church within the life of the ongoing worshipping community.  

We then visited a fascinating modern church in Toxteth, where some years back many readers will remember there were serious riots.  The aftermath of the devastation of the riots was accompanied by the clearing of a large number of slum properties, and their replacement with better spaced family dwellings.  The church of St. Cleopas was included as part of this new development.  What impressed me was the way in which the church is used as a community focus and that for example every week on a Thursday a service is held in the morning followed by lunch and an afternoon of informal social activities.  Not surprisingly this weekly event is well supported both by those who live on their own and by couples who have retired.  I am increasingly of the view that the Church must consider offering worship on days other than Sundays, and by incorporating opportunities for potential attendees to eat together and to enjoy social activities together is a very significant aspect of ministry.  

After lunch we visited the church of St. Margaret of Antioch also in Toxteth.  Opposite it was a very fine building which was formerly a Welsh Presbyterian church but through the decline of congregation numbers no longer served such a community and was in a serious state of disrepair.  On a nearby corner there was a Greek Orthodox Church, sadly its doors locked, and only opened on the occasions of worship once a week.  St. Margaret of Antioch has a fascinating history having suffered from a declining elderly congregation.  A Chaplain of one of Liverpool’s three universities was asked if he would be prepared to see out what would seem to be the death throes of this church prior to its closure.  Rather than doing this he encouraged students to use the building for experimental forms of worship, and subsequently also as a distribution centre for those needing produce through a food bank.  It was a very moving experience to enter the church and find it heavily occupied by volunteers sharing out produce to a stream of potential recipients of a variety of nationalities, and particularly impressive was the opportunity for such recipients to sit down with professional advisers who voluntarily gave of their time to respond to basic questions about finance, employment and living generally being asked by some from non British cultures.  They also had translators to hand to help both those asking questions and those endeavouring to answer them. This may be an aspect of ministry practiced by other churches particularly in urban areas, and which could be paralleled in urban and rural churches where people not necessarily of non British origin are struggling with difficult issues as a result of living in Britain today.   

I could go on at length.  We visited a Methodist church in another part of Toxteth, sadly its door locked, but on the outside of the building a statue of what is called ‘The Black Christ’.  I just thought this a very pertinent way of perpetually proclaiming the Christian Gospel, one’s attention being drawn to this distraught black figure strung up on a means of execution, and visible to all who pass by.  Not far away was a very significant majestic Jewish synagogue, again sadly because something had happened to the Jewish community for which it was originally built, no longer occupied, but simply surrounded by high wire fencing,  a memento of the contribution of Jews to the life of the people of Liverpool.  Perhaps one of these days it will be reopened and who knows become part of an interfaith initiative across the city.  On the day following my visit a couple of CVTA Trustees visited a Flower Festival at Hoylake, and Ian took some photographs of this which will be displayed on CVTA’s website. 

The other bit of news which I want to share with CVTA readers was the result of my participating in a Best Kept Churchyard competition in my own Diocese of Chelmsford.  We visited 5 churchyards and I am absolutely thrilled to tell you that in each case the church building was open though totally unattended.  It was a joy to go inside, sign the visitors book and sense the different messages which each of these 5 buildings was conveying about the identity of God and the means whereby prayerful reflection could be experienced.

From time to time CVTA is asked whether we have any data on churches which are open and on visitor numbers.  Usually my response has to be that up to now we have not seriously collected such data.  But because the questions keep coming my view is that we should.  So if any readers of this newsletter wish to send me photographs of churches which are open and maybe a brief paragraph as to the benefit received from being able to enter such buildings I would be delighted to receive it. It would be ideal if CVTA could build a database of such churches across the whole of England and Wales as well since we have recently received a request from a group of North Wales churches.   If a website address for churches visited could be provided then there is no reason why CVTA could not be linked in to individual churches websites and of course individual churches would be linked in to CVTA’s website.  

If you would be interested in becoming a Trustee of CVTA please e-mail me.  We try to ensure there is geographical representation, and at the moment we are looking for someone in the West Country, the West Midlands and North-East England.  The Trustees meet generally four times a year in a variety of centres across England, trying to ensure that each Trustee once during the year does not have very far to travel to the meeting venue.  The basic requirement is an enthusiasm for the ministry of church buildings to visitors and tourists, and a willingness to promote such enthusiasm to the localities in which Trustees live. Travel expenses are always reimbursed in full.   CVTA prides itself on being an ecumenical Association so we are looking for Trustees from other denominations in addition to Anglicans.   

If you are a member of CVTA I would remind you that renewal of subscriptions takes place from 1 July onwards.  All current members of CVTA will be invited to renew.  At the 2015 AGM it was agreed that there should be a slight increase in levels of subscription from £18 to £20 for individuals and single churches, and from £60 to £70 for a group of 4 or more churches and charitable organisations.  The amount of £100 for non-charitable organisations remains unchanged.   For administrative purposes please do not send any subscriptions until you receive the membership renewal form.


Next edition:   Early September.   Please send copy by 26 August to:
e-mail:          canonjbrown@mac.com  
hard copy:    Canon John Brown, 556 Galleywood Road, 
	         Chelmsford, Essex CM2 8BX
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