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A special theme of this yearb6s Heritage Open
featured in this book will be allowing supervised access to their bell towers and / or ringing
celebratory peals.
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Introduction

The annual Heritage Open Dayshas establ i shed itself as
free heritage events, and it is my pleasure as Heritage Officer for the Diocese of
Liverpool to welcome you to the 31 churches in our Diocese which are opening their
doors between Thursday 8™ and Sunday 11" September.

They are a hugely diverse selection of church buildings, representing a range of
periods and architectural styles, containing a fascinating array of historical treasures
and telling some remarkable stories. They are all living places of worship and service
at the heart of their parishes, though, and all have to manage the tension between their
status as historic listed buildings on the one hand with their mission on the other.

The national Heritage Open Days website (www.heritageopendays.org.uk) gives full
details of all the events which have been registered, and you are advised to check this
website in advance of travelling any distance just in case of any last-minute
cancellations (or, indeed, last-minute additions). We have included basic details of
public transport and parking where available to us, but these are provided purely as a
service and again you should check these with the relevant transport providers before
relying upon them.

Do enjoy your visits. Whilst all events are free to enter, donations towards the running
costs of these beautiful buildings will always be gratefully appreciated. Where a guest
book is provided, please take a moment or two to sign it and give the church some
feedback i this can be valuable information for planning future events or even for
supporting grant applications.

Whether you visit one church or all 31 (18l be delighted to hear from anyone who
manages to do that!) | hope you will find refreshment and inspiration in these beautiful
sacred spaces.

lan Simpson

Heritage Officer, Diocese of Liverpool i ian.simpson@Iliverpool.anglican.org

THE CHURCHES VISITOR & TOURISM ASSOCIATION

A non-profit organisation which exists to promote best practice in
welcoming visitors and tourists to churches of all denominations,
the CVTA invites you to join in its work of promoting open access
to, and the widespread community use of, church buildings
across the UK. Find out more at www.cvta.org.uk



http://www.heritageopendays.org.uk/
mailto:ian.simpson@liverpool.anglican.org
http://www.cvta.org.uk/

Heritage Open Days in Halton

Farnworth , St. Luke

St. Lukeds dat"Centuyacdis absolutety check-iulp

of historical interest. A real ir

Come and learn how a local woman became a Lithuanian princess,
and why a separate entrance to the church was built for the people of
nearby Cuerdley. See the effigies and the wonderful stained glass.

Flower Festival Thu-Sun; Church Tours Sat; Village Walks Sat; Organ
Recital Sat (lunchtime). No booking required.

Thu: 1100-1700 Fri: 1000-1600 Sat: 1200-1600 Sun: 1200-1600
Coroners Lane, Widnes WA8 9HY P: on street (limited) Bus: 17, 26, 61, 61A

Hale Village, St. M

There has been a church on the site since
the 11" Century although only the 14™
Century tower remains from Medieval times.
The interior dates from 1980 when the church
was rebuilt following an arson attack.

St . Mig fanyoassor the legendary Childe
of Hale whose grave is in the churchyard,
there is also a fascinating connection with an
Oxford college and there are several fine
hatchments to see.

Displays by local art and photography
groups. No booking required.

Sat: 1000-1600
Church Road, Hale, Cheshire P: on street Bus: 82A, 82B




Widnes, St. Mary West Bank

AA splendid building of red s
of imagination in the interio
Pevsner of St. MaryoskoGtheir ch,
Widnes waterfront.

An interesting and very rare feature of this early 20"
Century church is the stone Wayside Pulpit from which
sermons could be preached to passers-by.

Sat: 1000-1600
P: on street Bus: 14A, 61A, 62,79C, 82A, 110
St.Maryp s Road, Widnes WAS8 0

NOTE: Only the parts of Halton Borough north of the River Mersey are within the Diocese of
Liverpool. For details of events in Runcorn and other areas in the southern part of the Borough
please see www.heritageopendays.org.uk

, I T E [ OBatchnie@s

Hatchments are diamond-shaped panels of wood and cloth, generally dating from the late 17" to
the mid-19™ centuries. The hatchment carries a coat of arms and other heraldic devices relating to

the deceased person it commemorates. |t would ha
before the funeral, after which it would be placed in the church i some 4,500 hatchments are

recorded surviving in English churches today. BothSt. Lukedés i n Farnworth and
Village have good collections of hatchments i to find half a dozen or more in one building is quite

rare and in St. Maryds case the more so as the h

1977. Hatchments contain a lot of information about the deceased and their family which can all
be deciphered, for instance if the right hand side of the hatchment is white it means the deceased
was survived by his wife.


http://www.heritageopendays.org.uk/

Heritage Open Days in Knowsley

Prescot Parish Church

The only Grade | Listed Church in
Knowsl ey, St. Maryds de:

The church features a magnificent
Jacobean ceiling and wooden panelling.
The sanctuary chair, choir benches and
altar rails also date from the 17"
Century. There are three windows by
Edward Woore (1880-1960) and one by
the Pre-Raphaelite Master Sir Edward
Burne-Jones.

Regrettably the tower cannot be opened
to the public for safety reasons, and we
ask that visitors under 16 are
supervised by an adult.

Fri: 1200-1500 ~ Rail: Prescot

Sat: 1100-1500 ~ Bus: 10/A, 61/A,
89/A, 137, 138,139,
Sun: 1300-1500 1947 195, 289, 297

Church Street, Prescot L34 1LA

LiTE / OB CAIEORA ' 1 AOO - AEAOOC

Many stained glass designers and manufacturers left visible clues in their work as to the identity of

the artist. These can take several forms: signatures, monographs (often incorporating the date of

the work, which is wuseful) or a pictorial symbol
right-hand corner of the window, but this is not always the case.

st e g

Examples of Stained -®lps ¥ HiMant andthedateMl63;K2sPowell &
Co. 06s Whitefriar s 4)Widliank Akman3All thdse malMs mag lwexound within
churches featured to mhkse btombuee&ubuwedre not



Heritage Open Days in Liverpool

All Hallows, Allerton
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A Grade | Listed church with probably the best collection of stained glass windows by Sir Edward
Burne-Jones anywhere - fourteen in total, giving you an opportunity to trace the development of
the Masterds career and see how his styles and wu
about the windowsd miracul ous escape from destru

Thu-Sat: 1000-1600; Sun 1200-1600

Allerton Road, Mossley Hill L18 6JP P: on street Bus: 68, 75, 80/A, 86/A




Christ Church, Toxteth Park

Chri st Chsandstonespire haa been a feature of the Sefton
Park landscape since 1871 when the church was built at a cost of about
£20,000 (£1.7 million today). The money was donated by local
businessman and philanthropist George Henry Horsfall (1824-1900).

The exterior stonework is of the highest quality and features a number of
grotesques (medieval style mythical carved beasts) and gargoyles
(decorated rainwater dispersal chutes).

The church contains some excellent stained glass, including one window
by local artist Gustav Hillier which shows Liverpool Cathedral under
construction. Look out also for the attractive patterned floor tiling.

2016 being the anniversary of the Battle of the
Somme, do take the opportunity to see and reflect
upon the memorials to those who died there and in
the other battles of World War |.

Sat: 1000-1600, Sun: 1300-1600
Bus: 60, 82 (Aigburth Rd)
Train: St. Michae
Linnet Lane, Sefton Park, L17 3BG

P: on street

Holy Trinity, Wavertree

A beautiful, light and airy church
dating from 1794 and set in an
historic churchyard.

The Parish Administrator will be in
church from 2pm to 4pm with access
to the churchyard records which list
over 10,000 names i more details
from
admin@holytrinitywavertree.org.uk

Holy Trinity is next door to the Blue
Coat School and a short walk from
Wavertree Lock-Up, both of which are
also hosting HOD events.

Sun: 1300-1600
Church Road, Wavertree, L15 9EQ P: on street Bus: 68, 79, 92



mailto:admin@holytrinitywavertree.org.uk

Liverpool Parish Church

Following the morning church service (10.00-
11.15) Liverpool Parish Church (St Nick's) will be
open to visitors all day on Sunday 11th
September. There will be two free guided tours
of the church at 12.00 and 14.00. Guides will
then be on hand in the church during the rest of
day to show visitors around and answer any
guestions.

Things to see include: the Cattrall etched glass
Memorial Screens by artist David Peace, the
Maritime Chapel featuring the bronze statue of
St Mary del Key by Liverpool sculptor, Arthur
Dooley and the bell of the last HMS Liverpool,
which when turned upside down is still used for
baptisms. The Sacristy, a part of St Nick's not
normally open to the public will be open to
visitors.

Tea/Coffee and cakes will also be available.

Sun: 1300-1600 Rail: Moorfields
Chapel Street, Bus: Any to Liverpool
Liverpool L2 8TZ One or Mann Island

gnes and St. Pancras, Toxteth Park

ALiverpool ds nobl est Victor
to Sir Nikolaus Pevsner, and the only church in

the areato featureinSi mon Jenkinsdé AB
Thousand Best Churcheso, St
gearing up for a major Restoration Project

costing over £300,000. The plans for the

proposed work will be on display and the Project

Manager will be in church on the Saturday

morning to answer questions about the Heritage

Lottery Fund-supported Project.

The red brick exterior of this church gives away
little about the wonderful stone interior with its rib
vaulting (reminiscent of a 13" Century French
Cathedral), carved frieze and marble chancel
floor. There is some first-rate stained glass to see
here as well.

Near by StRCandUlktrRead Bnitarian
Churches are also hosting HOD events.

Thu-Sat: 1000-1600 Bus: 60, 75, 80, 80A
Ullet Road, Liverpool L17 3BA























































