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Welcome to the June 2017 Newsletter
To say that ‘the Church today lives in very challenging times’ is probably a quotation which could be used on countless occasions during the Church’s history,  the Church internationally, nationally and locally.  My particular reference is to the response of Churches following the terrorist attacks in Manchester and London and the appalling inferno in London in the past week or so.  None of us can have been unmoved by the outpouring of grief and support following the events in the centre of Manchester, and the address given by Bishop David Walker at the following Sunday morning service broadcast from St. Martin-in-the-Fields.  With reference to the Grenfell Tower inferno I have read only this morning the following quotation initially from the Vicar of St. Clements, Nottingdale, the church closest to the Grenfell flats: “I was woken up at 3.00am by a priest who lives in the Tower and so I came down to the church, opened the doors and turned the lights on.”  ‘It all began from there, people started coming in out of the dark, often passers by looking to help.  First they sorted out tea and coffee. By 7.00am they had a fully stocked breakfast bar with volunteers organising themselves into teams.  Within hours local restaurants were delivering food;  clothes began to pile high in the church sanctuary – about 40 transit vans’ worth. The place looked like a warehouse.’ – and all of this inside a church building!

God forbid that this should be a common occurrence – the inferno I mean!  God forbid that this will not be a totally uncommon occurrence in other situations where it is clear there are people in need, as I guess is the case in every single parish and community across the whole of this country.  It’s just that we, the church, are not sufficiently tuned in to being ready to respond to need however it expresses itself.  The constant plea of CVTA that church buildings should be open for as long as possible between dawn and dusk every day is just to meet the needs of those who find themselves in dilemmas not always of their own making, for which they seek a place of refuge, and if there is some means whereby they can make contact with help, then that they can avail themselves of this facility.   CVTA has a great message to proclaim, and to keep on proclaiming it in the hope that eventually more and more within the Church will listen.  

In the light of what I have already said you will not be at all surprised that I always find it exceedingly sad when I visit a church building whether in the country or in the town and find its door locked.  There are an increasing number of security devices promoted by church insurers, not least Ecclesiastical, to endeavour to allay the fears of those who are reluctant to open their buildings other than at service times unless they can be manned, and even then there is a risk.  Where of course church buildings are open to  use by the wider community at regular times during the week fears of vandalism are greatly reduced.  I urge clergy and churchwardens and others responsible for church buildings to consult with their insurers regarding this critical issue.


Annual Conference and AGM – 14 October 2017
In October this year CVTA will be holding its Annual Conference and AGM in York University.  The programme is currently being devised under the heading ‘Welcoming Pilgrims and Visitors in the 21st century’.  There will be input from the ‘Christianity and Culture’ project based in the University of York itself, from the Ven. Anne Dawtry, Archdeacon of Halifax and Ms. Jill Baker, Vice-President Designate of the Methodist Conference.  There will also be plenty of opportunity for briefer presentations for organisations and individuals to promote their areas of interest.   The event will begin at 9.30am Registration/coffee and a 10.00am start.   A booking form can be found on the CVTA website – www.cvta.org.uk - .  The cost to CVTA members is £25.00 and to non-members £35.00.  Details of payment are on the booking form.
Friday 13 October 2017
As has been the custom over the past couple of years, the opportunity will be given to visit a number of churches in the centre of York on the afternoon of Friday 13 October, commencing at 1.00pm.  This will be a walking tour, ending for those who wish with Evensong in the Minster.  There will then be an optional dinner for those who wish to eat their evening meal in the company of other Conference delegates.  Each attendee will be responsible for arranging and purchasing their own overnight accommodation.  

 
‘Sacred Somerset – A Tour of the Churches of West Somerset and Exmoor’
Do you fancy spending a weekend visiting some of Somerset and Exmoor’s significant churches?  Richard Tulloch, one of CVTA’s Trustees, is organising such an event based at Yarn Market Hotel, Dunster from Friday 21 – Sunday 23 July.    Details of the hotel and a booking form for the event can be found at:  www.yarnmarkethotel.co.uk    following the reference to ‘Diary of Events’.   This is the second of these events which Richard has organised, the first having proved a great success. 
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Are you considering installing telecoms equipment at your church?
Richard has produced some documentation on guidelines for parishes who are willing to consider the erection of telecoms equipment in or on church buildings.  While addressing the prescriptive considerations produced by DACs, Richard has added his own commentary on the proposals which those showing interest in this matter might welcome consulting.  If this is the case then please email me and I will give your details to Richard.  

 
 



2018
July 2018 will be a very significant date in the life of the Church of England General Synod so far as CVTA is concerned.  It will mark the 10th anniversary of the Private Members Motion delivered in 2008 by Roy Thompson, both a member of General Synod at that time and a Trustee of what was then CTA, in which he invited all dioceses of the Church of England to commit themselves to the appointment of a Diocesan Tourism officer and/or a Diocesan Tourism Group.  Roy’s Motion was passed unanimously - quite an achievement for a Sunday afternoon!  Early in 2018 a survey will be sent out to all dioceses asking them to provide details of the degree to which they have implemented this commitment, and to invite them to respond to ways in which they are taking seriously what CVTA is calling ‘the ministry of church buildings to visitors and tourists’.  The responses of all dioceses will be collated and published so that it will be clear where there is investment in this vital expression of ministry, and where there is not.  The intention will be for the issue to be debated again at the 2018 July General Synod, with presentations by clergy and laity enthusiastic about ministry to visitors and tourists.  In subsequent editions of the Newsletter details will be given of the questions to be included within the survey.  


September issue:
The intention will be to produce the next issue of this bi-monthly Newsletter by the beginning of September so if I could have copy by Thursday 24 August 2017 this would be much appreciated.       
E-mail:  canonjbrown@mac.com
Hard copy:   556 Galleywood Road, Chelmsford, Essex CM2 8BX
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