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Welcome to this edition of the CVTA Newsletter.  As you are aware we are now in the season of Lent.  Last Sunday, the Sunday next before Lent,  I meditated on the story from 2 Kings 2 of  the completion of Elijah’s ministry and the taking up of his mantle by Elisha, reflecting that here was a superb example of ‘letting go and moving on’.  I then likened this to the invitation to the forthcoming Lenten experience when the invitation to each of us is to consider that of which we need to take leave and to prepare ourselves for that which we need to embrace.  We are of course familiar with the former, but have no clue as to the content of the latter, hence Lent if we take it seriously is a period of risk, uncertainty, and a challenge to FAITH.  


I am in the process of drawing up a definitive statement as to the uniqueness of The Churches Visitor and Tourism Association, in what it stands for and what it is in the business of promoting.  The purpose of this document which I hope to complete within the next couple of weeks is as a statement to be shared with all who are involved with church buildings and with what the ACORA report of 1992 referred to as ‘Mission through Ministry’, and the key role which church buildings play in this.  2018 marks the 10th anniversary of the unanimous agreement by the then members of the Church of England’s York General Synod that every Diocese would appoint a Tourism Officer and/or a Tourism Group in recognition of the vital contribution which church buildings offer to visitors and tourists.  It is my intention in some way to persuade those attending the 2018 July Synod to recognise this anniversary.  A copy of the definitive statement will be placed on CVTA’s website and be available by e-mail from: canonjbrown@mac.com 


I am always delighted when I receive copy from members to include within this Newsletter.  In addition to the article and invitation which follow, I have received an offer from a member of St. Michael’s Church, Eglwysfach which is situated on the A487 between Aberystwyth and Machynlleth which has a particular link with the Revd. R.S. Thomas, and which holds a Literary Festival and Poetry competition in September each year. Being considered is the possibility of a trail of Christian locations along the A487.   I shall hope to include the article in the post-Easter edition of the Newsletter.  
So what might you do in your church?  Hopefully what follows will stimulate other imaginations to come up with initiatives in which the space within the church building is used to convey messages of implicit theological proclamations to whole communities rather than just church congregation, inviting responses of thought and action.  

During the latter part of January in a Fen-Edge community representatives of Churches Together were seen trudging into the Parish Church of St. John the Evangelist, Waterbeach in Cambridgeshire with ironing boards and volumes of recyclable materials.  In a one day pop-up exhibition regional interest was drawn to this small town of Waterbeach to see how Creativity can be matched by Concern for Sustainability amongst communities and local churches.  Lace-makers and cross stitchers drew attention to the intricacies of Creation;  Dorcas-like nuture for hospitality and attention to need was exemplified in a Welsh double-weave blanket;  a curated display of T-shirts exemplified how some of these garments are functional and communicative.   

The Textile event had the title ’Thread(ed)’ to reflect a wish to weave new relationships between old and new and to find routes through areas of isolation.  Part of the exhibition was given over to our current profligacy with plastics and the need to recycle – or restrain our consumerism.  Alongside a local start-ups revival of the art of wrapping foodstuffs in bees-waxed calico, the exhibition served up information about how ponchos may be made to assist with the dignity and survival of Calais refugees.  

Ironing boards exerted their own space-editing for exhibitors – standard versions fitting precisely into the Victorian pews and providing pop-up display surfaces.  Slots for pre-electric lantern poles became prop-holes from which lines of woolly hats and gloves for Romanian and Nepalese children could be displayed.  Pulsing underneath the fun and wonderment had been a concern for those on Cancer journeys, £600 being raised for Macmillan Cancer Care.

This is an edited version of an article submitted by Angela Brown, a CVTA member from Waterbeach.  


CVTA Trustees recently held one of their quarterly meetings in the church and community centre of St. Bartholomew’s, East Ham, London.   Posted in the entrance hall is the following:

You are welcome here!

We extend a special welcome to those who
are single, married, divorced, partnered,
widowed, gay, straight, searching and
questioning, filthy rich or dirt poor.

We extend a special welcome to those who
are crying new-borns, skinny as a rake or could
afford to lose a few pounds.


We welcome you if you can sing like Andrea 
Bocelli or if you can’t carry a note in a bucket.

You’re welcome here if you’re ‘just browsing’,
just woke up or just got out of jail.  We don’t
care if you’re more Catholic than the Pope or
haven’t been in church since God knows when.

We extend a special welcome to those who
are 80 but not grown up yet, and to teenagers
who are growing up too fast.  We welcome
single Mums, dancing Dads, starving artists,
tree-huggers, latte-sippers, vegetarians, junk-
food eaters.

We welcome those who are in recovery or still
addicted.  We welcome you if you’re having
problems or you’re down in the dumps or if
you don’t like ‘organised religion’ – we’ve been
there too!  If you blew all your offering money
at the dog track, you’re welcome here.

We offer a special welcome to those who
think the earth is flat, work too hard, don’t
work, can’t spell or came because Grandma 
is in town and wanted to go to church.  We 
welcome those who are inked, pierced, both
or neither.

We offer a special welcome to those who
could use a prayer right now, had religion
shoved down your throat as a kid or got lost
and wound up here by mistake.

We welcome tourists, seekers and doubters, 
bleeding hearts … and YOU!

Reading the above there was a smile on the face of every Trustee.  Secretly there was the hope that every church might have a similar invitation in its porch or entrance way.  But we wondered how many clergy, PCCs, and congregations would be brave enough to post such an invitation, recognising that in so doing they would be opening up the church building to any who wished to avail themselves of entering it.  


Copy for next edition by 11 April 2018 please.  
Copy to:  E-mail:   canonjbrown@mac.com  
Hard copy:  556 Galleywood Road., Chelmsford, Essex  CM2 8BX
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