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Welcome to the Summer 2018 Newsletter.   I am going to write about three key issues:  1.  GDPR and reception of information from the Churches Visitor and Tourism Association;  2.  Renewal of membership subscriptions;  3.  2018’s Symposium and AGM.


GDPR and reception of information from the Churches Visitor and Tourism Association:  
On account of the fact that we are all more or less the same (!) I assume that you have been as inundated as I with requests to respond to the new GDP regulations.  Some weeks prior to 25 May which was the deadline, we e-mailed everyone whose name we have on CVTA’s Newsletter database – individual members, individual Church members, Dioceses and equivalent ecclesiastical organisations, other Church charitable bodies, corporate members, inviting them to indicate by e-mail that they wished to continue to remain on our database, and thus to receive information, including Newsletters, from CVTA.   

The response was not overwhelming with about half of the individual membership responding, some individual churches and groups of churches, all but 6 Dioceses and related ecclesiastical bodies, and corporate members.  With regard to individual members it may be the case that some were inundated with requests from similar charitable organisations.  I am probably contravening the law in continuing to use our pre 25 May data base in sending out this Newsletter, but I assure you that it will be the last one that comes to all those who have not indicated that they wish to continue to receive such briefings.  (My intention is to approach Dioceses differently since it concerns me that not every Diocese through one or more representatives wishes to be kept informed of what I consider to be the vital work of the Churches Visitor and Tourism Association.  So over the next few months, and preferably prior to the Symposium and AGM in October, I hope to make contact with those 10 Dioceses from whom I have not received a positive response).   So let me make it abundantly clear that unless you have SUBSCRIBED, indicating that you wish to continue to receive communication from CVTA, your name will be deleted from the database.  If in oversight you failed to inform me that you wished to continue to subscribe then please e-mail me to this effect as soon as possible.  

Renewal of membership subscriptions:
The above paragraphs lead naturally into the reminder that those of you who wish to continue to SUBSCRIBE to CVTA will be contacted during this month with a view to renewing your subscription to the Association, £20.00 p.a. for individuals and individual churches, £70.00 for charitable organisations or groups of 4 or more places of worship, and £100 for non-charitable organisations.   So please wait to receive the renewal information before forwarding any subscription.  


Symposium and AGM – Saturday 13 October 10.00am – 4.00pm  
The Old Palace, Worcester:
The theme of this year’s Symposium is ‘Partnering – We Can’t Do It All on our Own’, the ‘it’ and the ‘all’ specifically intended to give contributors a wide brief in their interpretation of ‘the Church’s ministry today’ and who and what is involved in this.  The programme for the day is taking shape.  Invitations have already been accepted by a presenter who is working within one of his churches with members of non-ecclesiastical organisations, to two others, one of whom is a tourism professional and the other a local historian,  to one who is working on the fringes of the Church engaging with environmentalists and those seeking spiritual fulfilment from the environment, and from Worcester Diocese itself an incumbent who has exercised ministry in both rural and urban settings.   Presentations are also being sought from representatives of other denominations, and Worcester and neighbouring Dioceses.  During the day, time will also be given for discussions in groups and networking.   CVTA’s AGM will also be held during the day.

On the previous Friday afternoon (12 October), there will be opportunity for those who wish, to share in a walking and visiting tour of some of the churches within the city of Worcester, concluding with Evensong in the Cathedral for those who wish to attend.  There will be no charge for this walking tour.  In previous years those who have joined in the Friday afternoon walkabout have shared a meal together at their own expense and booked accommodation again at their own expense.  

For those wishing to attend the Symposium and AGM the costs will remain the same as for 2017, namely £35.00 for non-CVTA members and £25.00 for CVTA members, to include refreshments at the beginning of the day and lunch.  Booking will be open from the beginning of August either via booking forms which can be downloaded from CVTA’s website or by direct application to me here at canonjbrown@mac.com or 556 Galleywood Road, Chelmsford, Essex CM2 8BX.

Our intention is that this should be a challenging and progressive event, in which the contributions of all those who attend will be carefully heeded and Churches and other ecclesiastical bodies urged to take seriously its findings.  It will also contribute to CVTA’s ongoing engagement with individual churches, Dioceses and other ecclesiastical bodies.   

I very much look forward to meeting as many of you as possible at this event.  We are looking for as large an attendance as last year in York, when all those present expressed their appreciation of the contents of the day and the opportunity for meeting up and exchanging views with delegates from across England and into Wales.   




Copy for next edition:
The intention will be to produce a briefer Newsletter in mid-September to remind those who have not by then signed up for the Symposium and AGM that they should do so.  If any of you have items that you would like included in the next Newsletter please ensure that they are received by 31 August.  

Copy to:  E-mail:   canonjbrown@mac.com  
Hard copy:  556 Galleywood Road., Chelmsford, Essex  CM2 8BX
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