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The Churches Visitor and Tourism Association

Members’ Newsletter

January 2019

Welcome to the first Newsletter of 2019.   In this issue I will provide a brief summary of the Presentations of the Symposium and AGM held in Worcester, and follow this with a fascinating article submitted by Ian Thomas, Wales Official Tour Guide – Group Travel Organiser, founder member of Church Tourism activities in Wales.   I then give the important date and location for 2019 for this year’s Symposium and AGM.  

Summaries of Symposium Presentations:
The Very Revd. Peter Atkinson, Dean of Worcester, spoke of the partnerships within the Cathedral, between the Cathedral and other churches in the city, and the Cathedral and the community of central Worcester.  He emphasised the way in which the Cathedral while restricted by the requirement of its pattern of worship aimed to be very open to the community of the city and of Worcestershire;

[bookmark: _GoBack]The second Presentation was given by David Gambier, a tourism professional based in Oxfordshire who spoke of the importance of appreciating linkages between local churches, places of historical significance in terms of persons and events and of the availability of facilities for refreshments; 

The third Presentation was provided by Charles Palmer, a chartered surveyor who had been working on behalf of the Methodist Church with regard to what he called ‘Bricks, Mortar and Mission’ – as the Methodist Church looks at the use of its buildings for mission interpreted in a wide context of partnerships with other religious and secular organisations;

A fourth Presentation was given by The Ven. Simon Lumby, Archdeacon of Limerick, Ardfert, Aghadoe and Emly.  His fascinating Presentation focused on the significance of open spaces and how church buildings with their roots in history speak both of the presence of God and of peoples’ response to that presence in times past, present and future, with the importance of pilgrimage in many parts of the Emerald Isle, and how Simon saw the importance of the Church in Ireland offering interpretation to those engaged in pilgrimage;

The fifth Presentation was given by Keith Cheetham who over the years has contributed enormously to secular and religious organisations  on topics of historical and cultural interest, particularly within the Black Country.  Although this did not happen at Worcester, on many occasions he lectures in costume and has written books on tourism related issues some of which have been translated into other languages;

The sixth Presentation was given by The Revd. Capt. Clive Deverell, the incumbent of a number of parishes on the edge on Swindon, one of which houses a very ancient and iconic church building which attracts enormous numbers of visitors on account of its interior decoration, and Mrs. Janet Cooper-Tydeman, a representative of a local Arts Society and of NADFAS (National Association of Decorative and Fine Art Societies) who do a lot of work meticulously logging memorials, windows and furnishings within churches  Clive emphasised how other organisations associated with church buildings offer both interpretations and personnel who can contribute to the welcoming and enlightening of visitors;

The last Presentation was given by The Revd. Dr. Robert Barlow, an incumbent in Worcester Diocese, who previously was Rector of a number of rural parishes and is now a Rector within a more urban setting and who shared with us some of his findings from research he had done on the way in which those living within multi-parish benefices are and are not willing to travel across the benefice to share in worship in churches other than their own within the benefice.  He offered some profound messages to dioceses which are endeavouring to address issues of reduced numbers in stipendiary ministry and offering opportunities to those in otherwise authorised and lay ministries.

A number of questions formed a plenary at the end of the afternoon, one of which was the need for research into why it is that people are so attached to their own home church and reluctant to share in worship with others – the content of attachment to place;  a second key question related to the presence of young people many of whom enter churches out of curiosity, and how churches are responding to this curiosity and in so doing promoting key elements of Christian faith.  A third question which arose in part from the city centre churches walkabout in which some of us participated on Friday afternoon prior to the Symposium, but which also arose from a number of the Presentations was what one participant described as ‘the fetish of Sunday’ by which she intended the seeming resistance or failure to appreciate that those associated with church buildings and what traditionally goes on within them should resist the common expression of focusing only on Sundays, and appreciate that there could be exciting ways in which churches could not only be open but also offer ministry during other days of the week.

Full details of the Presentations can be found on CVTA’s website which I commend to all readers.  The Symposium was an extremely informative and challenging event which it was and is my hope that both those present and those who read the Presentations will ponder within their own contexts and circumstances.

At the AGM gratitude was expressed to the Very Revd. Geoffrey Marshall for his contribution over many years  to the Trustee Board of CVTA, not least as Vice-Chairman.   The Revd. Capt. Clive Deverell who earlier in the year had been co-opted by the Trustees was appointed as a Trustee at this gathering, and the appointment of Ian Simpson as Vice-Chairman was ratified.  

PLEASE NOTE THIS DATE FOR YOUR DIARY:  The plan is for the 2019 Symposium and AGM to be held in Manchester on Saturday 19 October.  


BUS PASS EXPLORERS - A NEW UNTAPPED MARKET FOR CHURCHES.
With just under 10 million Concessionary Bus Travel passes issued across Britain, potential for developing a new visitor market may exist. While not every eligible person takes the opportunity to use their Concessionary Bus Pass to its full potential. My bus journey experiences suggests that  a growing number of people are now exploiting the freedom to travel which their Concessionary Bus Passes offer to explore their home region.
With the first week of July 2018 being the date for a national campaign to promote the benefits of bus travel - known as 'Catch the Bus Week', I put my experience to the test by inviting people from my home community to meet and plan a day out using their All Wales Concessionary Bus Passes. 
Our selected destination was Brecon, with travel out and home on the Welsh Government promoted and supported TrawsCymru T4 Long distance bus service. With good weather we had an enjoyable journey through the South Wales Valleys and Brecon Beacons National Park, where we met our local guide on arrival in Brecon. Highlights of the day trip included visits to two churches - St Marys Church (Brecon Town Centre) and  Brecon Cathedral. At St Mary' we heard about efforts by the church who have successfully engage with the local community as a place of faith, friendship and communal activity. However the highlight was Brecon Cathedral, which for some was to be their first time visit. Here it was the location, architecture, history and presentation of sacred space which captured their interest. Finishing with opportunity for a cup of tea and a cake in the Cathedral's Pilgrim Tearoom before our dozen intrepid 'Bus Pass Explorers' set off for home with happy memories of a memorable day out.   
Our day out, was not just about travel and exploration within our home region, but an opportunity to 'make community connections' for those people seeking new friendships, new activities to occupy their free time and engage with memorable experiences. 
Plans for Spring and Summer 2019 are already underway, as we consider other destinations such as Tintern Abbey and Wye Valley: St Illtyd's Church (Llantwit Major) and the Glamorgan Heritage Coast: Ewenny Priory: Also engagement with the outdoors - Puffin watching at Rhossili with the National Trust, and Dark Skies watching in the Brecon Beacons National Park.
So if you the reader are engaged with visitors through your local church - here lies an opportunity to reach new potential visitors. Attracting concessionary bus pass holders to visit your church, attend events, or just come along to a service of worship.

And finally, some fascinating information from Ian Simpson, the recently appointed Vice-Chairman of CVTA, who is an Historic Churches Support Officer in Liverpool Diocese.  He gives some very encouraging news, particularly to be read by those who are struggling with repairs, renovations and modifications of their church building:  

‘I'm actually quite optimistic - for the first time in ages - about the future of open churches in Liverpool. More and more churches are "getting it" which tells me I haven't just been banging my head against a brick wall for the last five years. Much of the impetus for opening has come from the conditions of HLF grant funding (Toxteth Park, St. Agnes & St. Pancras; Edge Hill, All Saints; Everton, St. George; Toxteth Park, Christ Church; Grassendale, St. Mary; St. Michael-in-the-Hamlet) but this isn't the whole story. St. Bridget with St. Thomas in Wavertree (where I was baptised in 1971) has started opening on Wednesdays to welcome anyone who wants to come in, pray, talk to someone or just wander round and enjoy the architecture. They would like to develop this so that the church is open all week in due course.

Several churches have reported growth since opening. Toxteth Park, Christ Church, started opening on Tuesdays offering free soup and a roll to visitors and two families who came along as visitors are now regular congregation members. This is a church which has long been regarded as a "problem unit" - it was built to hold 800 worshippers but the congregation has been less than a twentieth of that for as long as I can remember - and which was facing closure having survived an earlier attempt to close it in 1992.

Perhaps the happiest story is that of St. Gabriel's in the extremely deprived community of Huyton Quarry to the east of Liverpool. St. Gabriel's was offered a stained glass window (of which it had none of its own) from a redundant church in the Bolton area and set about raising the funds to have it installed. This really brought the community together and 59 people, mostly non-congregation, made substantial donations in memory of loved ones. Topped off with a £10K HLF Grant, this project has bought a beautiful work of art into a community which has never had anything like that and the church is regularly open now for people to come and see it.

It isn't just the Anglican churches which are opening more. The RC Church of Christ The King in Childwall, an under-rated 1960s building, recently hosted a Christmas Crib Festival with over 100 cribs from all over the world on display. This was a great success and the church, which is not normally open, is considering future events of a similar nature. The Coptic Orthodox Church - an enormous Grade II* Listed former Anglican church - was awarded a £9,600 Sharing Heritage Grant by the HLF in 2018 specifically for the purpose of  improving its interpretation and putting on a programme of talks and events for visitors’.


Don’t forget that CVTA has a website which it is worth consulting from time to time – www.cvta.org.uk

Copy for next edition:
If any of you have items that you would like included in the March 2019 Newsletter please ensure that they are received here by 8 March 2019 at the latest.  
E-mail:  	 canonjbrown@mac.com  
Hard copy: 	 556 Galleywood Road, Chelmsford, Essex  CM2 8BX
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