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Welcome to readers of the March Newsletter.  
We are once again in the season of Lent.  Having already celebrated the Holy Mysteries on a number of occasions in this very special season of the Church’s year, I have been struck by a phrase from the extended Preface provided in Common Worship for the period from ‘Ash Wednesday until the Saturday after the Fourth Sunday of Lent’.  The phrase I refer to is:  ‘… learn to be your people once again.’  The implication of the statement is that quite clearly we have forgotten what it means to be the people of God, and we are being given this opportunity to reflect on our forgetting and attend to what is required in order for us to realise our calling.  

This Newsletter consists of contributions from Mrs. Jenny Carpenter, a one-time Methodist staff member of the Arthur Rank Centre, from Tim Tiley with whose publications many of you will be familiar as offering much valued free and modestly priced literature and Ian Thomas who has recently been invited to join WOTGA (Wales Official Tour Guide Association) Executive Committee. For which I am very grateful.  I myself will also add an update on the Enquiry which I have initiated.

Mrs. Jenny Carpenter offers the following:  
Down with Pews!

"What is the history of pews but the intrusion of human pride and selfishness and indolence into the worship of God? We have declared war against them. We have denounced them as eyesores and heartsores: these lidless boxes, these cattle-less pens that harbour in their tasttered green baize the must and corruption of a century."
        
So wrote John Mason Neale in his tract The History of Pews in 1841. He was particularly offended by "the wickedness of distinguishing in the House of God between rich and poor". He gave this description of the squire's pew at Pluckley in Kent : "It is fitted up in the most luxuriant manner. The floor is covered with a rich Brussels carpet; the chairs are old-fashioned and high-backed, and have elegant crimson seats. It is fitted up like a modern fashionable drawing room."

John Mason Neale did not endear himself to the ecclesiastical hierarchy of his time by these and other outbursts. He was denied preferment in his home diocese of Chichester. In 1855 he set up the Society of St. Margaret, a religious order for women, to provide nursing care for poor people in their own homes. He is chiefly remembered today as the author of the still popular carol Good King Wenceslas

By way of comment on the above John Mason Neale is protesting about the way in which in the 19th Century characteristics of society which he deplored were being replicated inside church buildings. On many occasions I find myself urging congregations to consider how collectively they might offer to their contemporaries in the secular world qualities of being and doing which are Christian and which often conflict with the way in which society in general conducts itself.  

On Being Incorrectly Dressed

I went to Assisi to see a fine church
But then I got stopped as I entered the porch.
The man at the door said "Your shorts are too high.
I can't let you in: you're exposing your thigh."

I said, "What's the matter? My knees are quite thin.
They're not at all sexy, so please let me in."
He replied, "It is written in words black and white:
Keep Zona Erotica well out of sight.

So into the heat I turned sadly away:
Giotto and frescoes would keep for a day.
The crowd in the Piazza were dressed for sunshine,
Though many wore shorts that were longer than mine.

This tale has a moral, if moral it be:
Respect and decorum begin at the knee.
However, I mused as I wandered away,
Can anyone tell what St. Francis would say?



Simon Lavington, 24 July 1992, Holland House, Cropthorne, Worcs.

The above reminds me of invitations in the porches of some churches which make it clear that all those who wish to enter are welcome to do so whatever their identity or presentation of themselves.  

Tim Tiley writes of a recent visit to Northern Ireland visiting both Protestant and Catholic recipients of his publications.  He informs that he has recently 
started supplying Clonard Monastery, located just off the Falls Road, very close to the border between the Catholic and Protestant communities.

It was used as a  meeting place where politicians from both sides met to hammer out the Good Friday Peace agreement, and is consequently a major destination for people doing  tours of Belfast trying to understand what went on in The Troubles.

A recently designed colour guide to the  Clonard Monastery Church produced by Redemptorist Press is remarkably well presented. It explains why our Catholic friends value all the works of art which have gradually filled the church, and for an Anglican or anyone else, it helps one to understand what ideas are important to Catholics without being offputting. As a vehicle for explaining our friends' and neighbours' Faith I thought it was unusually good. 

When I was visiting Ards Evangelical.Bookshop.in Newtownards a few miles South East of Belfast , I was surprised to see a very large commercial.hoarding dominating one of the public Car Parks.  It showed the face of a man who had been beaten up, with the words "Paramilitaries do not protect you, they control you". That evening I saw the same message on an advertisement on Ulster ITV.
I was later told that during The Troubles Newtownards was noted as a recruiting ground for the UDF...the Protestant Paramilitaries.

I do not know who was financing these advertisements, but it made me think that if we do not handle Ireland's border issues over Brexit very carefully, there are those who are worried that the paramilitaries are liable to reappear. In the UK, both sides in our 2016 referendum campaigns seemed to have been either surprisingly unaware of the Irish Peace agreement issue, or for some reasons did not bother to discuss it....only to find that the Irish border proved to be an enormous stumbling block every time we tried to reach a Brexit deal.

I am very grateful to Tim for this reference to a part of the United Kingdom and the significance of the churches which in my view we all too rarely ignore.  The Diocese of Limerick, Ardfert, Aghadoe, Killaloe, Kilfenora, Clonfert, Kilmacduagh and Emly within the Church of Ireland in the south west corner of the Reublic is a member of CVTA so maybe with Tim’s developing links with the church with both Protestant and Catholic churches in the north, the influence of CVTA will be extended across the water.  

From time to time Ian Thomas crosses Offa’s Dyke to join with us in CVTA’s annual Symposium and AGM.  In the past he has had strong links with Churches Tourism Network Wales.  He writes:  

[bookmark: _GoBack]Recently I came across a brief item of news which appeared in Group Travel Organiser Magazine. It referred to action 'Experiencing Sacred Wales' was proposing to take in association with Visit Wales 'Wales Way Project'. The Project involves the establishment of a website, advertising churches which lie on or close to the routes of the Wales Way Project as places to visit.

Experiencing Sacred Wales is an initiative managed by the National Churches Trust. The initiative can be accessed through https://www.explorechurches.org.

Visit Wales 'Wales Way' Project is a ten year initiative, in which three routes are being promoted to visitors - North Wales A55 Coastal Road: Mid Wales Cardigan Bay Coastal Road - The Cambrian Way, and North to South Wales A470 Road - The Wales Way.  Details of these can be found on
https://www.visitwales.com .

It is hoped that the news item in the Group Travel Organiser Magazine will appeal to Group Travel Organisers, seeking places to visit on their tours.

For those interested an online copy of their latest magazine can be viewed at  https://grouptravelorganiser.com

By way of comment the reference to Group Travel Organisers is significant.  There are occasions when one hears of churches making contact with local travel organisations in the hope of inviting visitors and tourists to familiarise themselves with the distinctiveness of churches whether urban or rural.  

I am very pleased to say that responses to the Enquiry are coming in from a majority of dioceses and some from the URCs.  My hope is shortly to disseminate it also to relevant Methodist organisations.  

Next edition:  If any of you have items that you would like included please ensure that they are received here by Thursday 30 April 2020 at the latest for publication in the mid-May Newsletter.  
E-mail:  	 canonjbrown@mac.com  
Hard copy: 	 556 Galleywood Road, Chelmsford, Essex  CM2 8BX
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